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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

The story of the British in Iowa as told by Mr.
Van der Zee in this volume consists of two essays:
one tells of the British Emtgrants to Iowa; the
other relates the history of the British Invaston
of Northwestern Iowa. The first essay is a gen-

Y eral survey of the English, Scotch, Irish, and
Welsh elements in the population of Towa; while
the second essay is a more detailed study of the
English Colony in the vicinity of Le Mars.

BENJ. F. SHAMBAUGH

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT AND EDITOR
THE STATE HISTORIOAL SoorETY OoF Iowa
Towa Crry Iowa
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

Few phases of the 'history of the world so
strongly and so steadily excite the imagination as
the swarmings of the races of mankind across the
surface of the earth. Mongols and Tartars in
Asia, and Huns, Goths, Norsemen, Moors, and
Turks in Europe: these and other peoples suc-
cessively supplied much of what is spectacular
and fascinating in the chronicles of the Old
World. Equally striking and picturesque is the
migratien by land and sea of whole tribes of bar-
barian Angles and Saxons from the forests of
northern Germany, and of Danes and Normans
at a later day, to make their homes in the British
Isles.

To Americans who like to claim British and
European origins as their own, the early wander-
ings of the world’s great human family extend a
powerful appeal ; but more intimate and personal
is the story of the peopling of the New World,
not only by hordes of emigrants from the Old
‘World but also by their American-born descend-
ants. Covering a period of four centuries that
extraordinary story, though now complete in its
main outlines, has never been fully told and can

7



8 AUTHOR’S PREFACE

not be so long as the American continents continue
to drain the population reservoirs of older lands.

For reasons chiefly economic and religious, mil-
lions of the sons and daughters of Europe have
abandoned their ancestral haunts to seek better
homes in the vast open spaces of settlements over-
seas. Other millions, lured by the call of the wild
and moved by the spirit of adventure, likewise
forsook friends and kindred to try their fortunes
beyond the Atlantic. In North and South Amer-
ica they braved the hostility of scattered tribes of
aborigines and the hardships incidental to pioneer-
ing in the wilderness. The struggle to conquer
nature, begun by these enterprising colonists
generations ago, has been continued by their de-
scendants, constantly reénforced by fresh acces-
sions from all the racial stocks of Europe.

Pausing to look back over the years consumed
in the long process of subduing and occupying a
continent, anyone who reflects upon man’s cease-
less battle with the forces about him must be
impelled to take pride in the results already
achieved: cities and towns and farms, raised as
if by magic from the soil, now stand as monuments
to commemorate three centuries of human
achievement.

Impressed by what has been done to convert a
wilderness into the abode of more than one hun-
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dred millions of people, every citizen of Iowa who
lets his fancy wander back into the century not
yet ended since permanent settlements in his State
began naturally inquires who the first inhabitants
of his neighborhood were, where they came from,
and what part they played as builders of the State
and nation. From a contemplation of the Iowa
pioneers he may go even farther back and seek to
discover who his paternal and maternal ancestors
were, where they dwelt, and what they did.in their
workaday world ; and being somewhat of a geneal-
ogist at heart, he would, if he could, construct his
family tree with roots striking deep into the re-
motest past, not altogether from reasons of family
pride but because he finds here a panorama of
bygone days that pictures life itself.

There is, to be sure, in all this nothing sugges-
tive of the practical or materialistic; but as the
passing years awaken State and local pride, popu-
lar interest in such matters is almost certain to
increase. In Iowa, long called the garden spot of
the Mississippi Valley, historians have not yet
followed all the streams of native-born Americans
and of foreigners that have poured into its fertile
fields: no one has fully told of the expansion of
the American people from the Mississippi River
westward to the Missouri. Much remains to be
done before the Iowa chapter in that remarkable
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romance of immigration and settlement, begun
less than ninety years ago, can be called complete.

For more than a century and a half after its
discovery, the Towa country continued to be little
more than the home and the haunt of a few thou-
sand Indians. To this wilderness primeval, white
men — French, British, and later Americans —
had resorted to trade with the native inhabitants;
some had come to explore the prairies and valleys;
and just a few had established homes in the
neighborhood of Keokuk. The real invasion and
occupation of the Iowa country, however, did not
begin until the government of the United States
opened wide the gates to immigration in the month
of June, 1833.

The march of the frontier of civilization from
the Mississippi River westward and from the
State of Missouri northward forms the Iowa
chapter in the fascinating story of the expansion
of the American people across the continent. By
what means and agencies the vast domain acquired
from the Red Men was eventually placed in the
hands of settlers, who the original grantees of land
patents were, and whence the pioneers came —
these are some of the questions to which the future
historian of Iowa must find answers.

The two studies presented in the following
pages are designed as contributions to the larger
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task. The first treats in a more or less general
way of the British element in the population of
the Commonwealth of Iowa; and the author be-
lieves it should inspire those who would like to
have a more detailed and intimate view of the
subject with the possibility of further historical
investigation in that field. The second study re-
lates to the interesting episode of the coming of
several hundreds of Britishers to that portion of
Jowa which was the last to be occupied by home-
seekers. This part relates largely to northwestern
Jowa though settlements were also made in
Minnesota.

Nine years ago the author began gathering in-
formation on the British invasion of northwestern
Towa, but not until the summer of 1921 could time
be found to finish for the press what other activ-
ities had so long delayed. In the pursuit of his
task the writer sought and obtained help from
many sources, and acknowledgements are due Mr.
C. W. Pitts of Alton; Mr. Ed Dalton, Judge C. C.
Bradley, and Mr. Adair G. Colpoys of Le Mars;
and Mr. S. R. Watkins of Chicago, Illinois.
Especial thanks are due Mr. James C. Gillespie,
publisher of The Le Mars Sentinel, for permission
to use the files of old newspapers in his possession.
Without the frequent quotation of ‘‘scoops’’ and
gossipy news items from those volumes the author
feels that contemporaneous American interest in

/
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the ‘‘colony’’ centering about Le Mars could never
have been fully grasped.

The author is grateful also to Mr. John W. Pro-
bert, manager of Close Brothers and Company of
Chicago, for an outline sketch of the general his-
tory of the firm and corporation with which he has
been connected almost from the beginning. Mr.
Probert’s account, though based on memory, tal-
lies closely with the facts as acquired from other
sources. In answer to an inquiry after the books
of account of the early years of the firm in Iowa,
Mr. Probert replied that the records were all gone
by now. Consequently, the author can not vouch
for the accuracy of statements about the extent of
the company’s operations, derived as they are
from contemporaneous newspaper announcements.
Authentic information on the operations of a typi-
cal land company in that part of the Iowa wilder-
ness which was the last to be brought under the
dominion of man would have been especially valu-
able because, so far as the author knows, no such
matters have yet been made the subject of in-
vestigation and permanent record in Iowa and
perhaps not in any other part of the Middle West.
In passing, one can not help but regret that valu-
able materials on the history of the settlement of
the State such as the books of account of land
companies are being lost or destroyed.
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In conclusion, the author wishes to acknowledge
the encouragement received from Professor Benj.
F. Shambaugh and:'the assistance rendered by
William B. Close, Esq., the founder of the British
‘‘colony’’, who has for many years been living in
England. His excellent pamphlet on farming in
northwestern Iowa, published in 1880, contains a
great amount of indispensable material; and his
letters from a London hospital, in the autumn of
1921, when he was recovering at the age of nearly
seventy from the effects of an operation and a bad
attack of influenza, furnished many facts not
otherwise discoverable. Mr. Close stated that al-
though it seemed rather strange to him that so
much interest should be taken in his old settlement
he was glad to aid in every way. To Mr. Henry
H. Drake, an old Oxonian and for forty years a
resident of northwestern Iowa, the author is great-
ly indebted for his kindness in helping to round
out the story in many respects.

JACcoB VAN DER ZEE

THE SBTATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Iowa City Iowa






PART I
BRITISH EMIGRANTS IN IOWA






I
POINTING THE WAY TO IOWA

Until the year 1850 English-speaking but native-
born Americans overwhelmingly predominated in
the flow of immigration to the settled portions of
Jowa. Hailing from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Penn-
sylvania, New York, Kentucky, Tennessee, the
Carolinas, and the New England States, they were
the descendants of the racial stocks that had
originally peopled the Atlantic seaboard areas.'
Their names for the most part bore witness to an
English ancestry, but many of the Iowa pioneers
could not have concealed a different extraction —
such as Scotch, Irish, Dutch, German, Moravian,
Swedish, and French. They were, indeed, the off-
shoots of all the strains represented in the popula-
tion of the older States.

JOHN B. NEWHALL

In the early forties, when the British public
was being showered with journals, travels, letters,
and notes relating to America — all too frequently
prepared by superficial observers — there ap-
peared upon the lecture platform in various parts

17



18 THE BRITISH IN IOWA

of England, the home of his ancestors, a man who
brought his hearers first-hand information of the
American frontier and of the social and economic
condition of its people. He spoke not from books,
nor did he draw upon imagination for romance
or distorted pictures of that vast, boundless, open
country on the western shore of the Mississippi.
On the contrary, he came before his listeners as a
witness of the things his eyes had seen in that
primeval wilderness.

In 1834, the second year of Towa pioneering,
John B. Newhall had joined the rush of emigrants
to the Iowa country, and so he could make the
proud boast that he was one of the first to lay
eyes upon the prairies blooming there in solitude.
In 1841 he had written a book on Iowa,* and hav-
ing made his home in this inviting region he could
truthfully say to the English people in 1844:

I participated in rearing the first land marks of a
young and rising state — new cities have sprung up
before me — I have witnessed the great work of civili-
zation in all its various stages, from the lone cabin
of the frontier settler, to a happy and intelligent
population of 170,000 souls!®

At Birmingham, Liverpool, London, and other
cities he preached the utility of emigration. Ap-
palled by the ugliness and wretchedness of life in
those crowded centers in contrast with the easy
circumstances of the same class of people in
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America and animated by a sincere desire to pro-
mote the happiness of his fellow men, Newhall in
1844 published a handbook and guide for pro-
spective British emigrants. Englishmen naturally
questioned his motives and jumped to the con-
clusion that he was a speculator or land agent —
‘‘ag though it were impossible, in the Nineteenth
Century, for a man to be actuated by a Spirit of
Philanthropy, of humanity and love.’’

Newhall found it necessary, therefore, to assure
his readers that nothing could be further from the
truth than that he was mercenary: he asked them
to believe that there was ‘‘a loftier purpose to live
for, than bowing to the shrine of Mammon.’’ And,
despite their prejudices against the United States,
he invited their attention to the claims of Illinois,
Wisconsin, and Towa, especially the latter two,
‘‘possessed of a Soil unrivalled in the variety and
excellence of their productions, and rapidly set-
tling, by a people, who are bound to the Anglo-
Saxon race by the indissoluble ties of kindred,
religion, and above all of Language.”

To the British agriculturalist as well as to the
industrious artisan, merchant, capitalist, trader,
and day laborer, he pointed out all the advantages
of the New West, especially describing the Terri-
tory of Iowa: the face of the country, soil, prod-
ucts, timber and woodland, rivers, prairies, cli-

TS P T ——



20 THE BRITISH IN IOWA

mate, and seasons, public lands and land offices,
the best fields for settlement, the average prices
of articles of family consumption, the average
prices of cows, horses, sheep, and necessary farm
implements, the principal towns, and the moral
and social character of the people. Furthermore,
Newhall gave explicit instructions about the long
voyage across the Atlantic, the choice of ship pro-
visions, and routes to the American interior.

These matters constituted the sort of informa-
tion then required — particularly by the emigrant
societies which had sprung up in many parts of the
mother country. Of that movement so silently
but rapidly spreading through English shires,
Newhall recorded his conviction that ‘‘associative
Emigration is the true principle to work upon, it
will do more to mitigate the woes of our common
humanity, than the numberless political agitations
of the day; it will effectually strip emigration of
the miseries and hardships that have so frequently
attended the isolated wanderer.’”

Most interesting was Newhall’s answer to the
Englishman’s question whether he could succeed
with $500 in his pocket. He did not hesitate to
say that the industrious and prudent man could
lay the foundation of a handsome property with
such a sum: for less than $400 the emigrant could
be comfortably settled upon an eighty-acre tract
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supplied with a good house, yoke of oxen, horse,
cow, twelve sheep, poultry, pig, wagon, plough,
harrow, seed, and thirty weeks provisions until a
small crop was raised for subsistence. To quote
his exact words: ‘‘And if you do not happen to
have a ‘Home sick Wife,’ I can see no reason why,
with ordinary Glood Luck, blessed with patience
and perseverance, you should not prosper equal
to. your utmost expectations.’’

Thus established and with $100 left over, the
British emigrant was warned not to let the surplus
ooze away. A capital error generally made by
emigrants was to spend their last dollar on land
at the outset, thus dooming themselves to several
years of up-hill work and perhaps discourage-
ment. Another piece of Newhall’s advice reads:
“If you have £500, purchase 320 acres, a half sec-
tion; cultivate it well, load your own flat boats
with your own produce, take it to New Orleans,
and realize a handsome return, without having it
wasted away by the commissions of the Mer-
chant.’”

Too many English people, in those days when
hunger led to the repeal of the Corn Laws, im-
agined that setting foot upon American soil would
mark the end of all their sorrows; whereas in
reality arrival in the New World too frequently
only aggravated their woes. For months the news-
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papers of England were filled with accounts of the
return home of hundreds of disillusioned emi-
grants who brought back doleful stories of their
experience in New York and other Atlantic ports.
These disappointed ones became a stumbling-block
to others who heartily yearned to improve their
forlorn condition. ‘Lest such destitute, dis-
heartened persons should become a criterion of
the wisdom of emigration to the Valley of the
Mississippi, Newhall declared:

Can we expect men to be benefitted, who rush head-
long and blindly to America, without any fixed object,
or ultimate aims, either of occupation or place of
abode? . . . . I am willing to venture the assertion,
that America possesses all the advantages, and:in-
ducements for the industrious, persevering and frugal
Emigrant, now that it ever has from the day of its
first discovery. But those advantages are not to be
found ‘“picked up’’ on the pavements of every Atlantic
city . . . . It is a mistaken notion, if people suppose
the hogs run about the streets there, already roasted,
with a fork stuck in their backs, crying come “‘Come,
Eat me.”” Here has been one great cause of failure
and disappointment.”

Newhall also cautioned Englishmen against the
‘“runners’’ at the ports, a set of harpies who
fleeced and robbed emigrants of their money at

every opportunity; he begged them not to lose
sight of the fact that while hundreds had returned
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home, thousands had remained in America and
were doing well ; and he emphatically declared that
if they did not have sufficient nerve to endure pri-
vations for a few months in Iowa, they had better
never leave their homes, for success would not
crown their efforts.*

ALICE MANN

Before the era of railroad building in Iowa, the
- State had been introduced to the people of the
United States not only through the newspapers of
the time but also through tourist handbooks and
emigrant guides, of which a goodly number had
been ‘placed on sale before the Civil War. That
some of these descriptive sketches, prepared pri-
marily for American consumption, found their
way to the British Isles there is little reason to
doubt; but the information which Britishers ac-
quired on the general subject of emigration was
obtained more because they sought it than because
Americans brought it to them. ‘
For a considerable time the United States had
been the most favored field of emigration in Great
Britain, not even Canada and Australia excepted.
The British public had been placed in more or less
intimate touch with the northern portion of the
Union as the best suited for immigration: by the
" year 1850 several gentlemen had written books
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based on tours of the West or residence in Amer-
ica, and such testimony was eagerly sought because
people believed it to be unprejudiced and im-
partial. Eventually, Alice Mann, a printer of
Leeds, took the results of their practical observa-
tion and experience along with Newhall’s instruc-
tive little books (to which her only objection was
‘‘that they are rather flowery’’) and out of such
materials wove a compact guide which went
through several editions.” Having compiled such
information mainly for the working and industrial
classes, Miss Mann clearly described conditions in
the mother country™ in the following terms:

Emigration must continue to be a subject of ever-
increasing interest to the British people. Hemmed
in as we are by the sea in all directions — the greater
part of the land in our own country monopolized by
the high aristocratic families — with a population
steadily increasing in the face of diminished demand
for labour in consequence of the ever-increasing pro-
ductions of our mechanical powers,— the desire to
emigrate to new and virgin soils, where every man
may, with comparatively little difficulty, become an
independent landowner, — cannot- fail to extend, with
the increase of information as to the extraordinary
capabilities which the United States as well as the
British Colonies, offer to the free labourers of this
and all other countries of the Old World."

But these foreign lands were a well spring of
hope also to the heads of middle class families who
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found it inereasingly difficult to maintain their
households respectably and to establish their chil-
dren in overstocked business or professional
careers. To quote Miss Mann’s words:

Competition for subsistence is every day growing
more keen; and the anxious parent is puzzled what
to do with his rising sons and daughters. One year
the manufacturing class complains of distress, and
another year the agricultural class. Both classes are
alike diligent, anxious to work, and to work hard pro-
vided the gains of their labour promise to maintain
them decently. But often their labour is in vain, and
they feel as if their place at Nature’s Board were
already occupied, and they must turn their eyes else-
where.’*

From such intense competition at home indus-
trious farmers, laborers, and mechanics were
asked to look to the boundless, unoccupied lands
where ‘“‘no man need suffer from want of the
means of physical comfort; no fear need be felt
as to the future of a family, no matter how numer-
ous.”” Individuals who contemplated a change of
scene were, however, properly cautioned in these
words:

Not that men have to work less diligently there than
they do at home. By no means! It would be practis-
ing a gross deception, were we to inculcate that any
man could thrive in the States or in the Colonies,
without the practice of steady, persistent, daily in-
dustry. The idle and the drone will be a poor man
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there, as he will be at home. He is a cumberer of
the ground everywhere. But let a man work with a
will, let his labour be directed by even the most or-
dinary share of intelligence, and then we say he has
a prospect of success and prosperity before him in
these new lands, such as but rarely falls to his lot in
this old and labour-stocked quarter of the globe. He
has to submit to inconvenience and perhaps distress,
in leaving his own native land, and voyaging his way
across the Atlantic or Pacific Ocean. Many dear ties
have to be severed; but he thinks of the promised
land before him, and looks forward with hope to the
inheritance he is to bequeath to his children.”

To the wide-awake, industrious Englishman who
regarded economic conditions at home without a
sign of hope, Miss Mann declared, many regions
of the earth still unpeopled and American States
like Iowa still waiting for settlers beckoned with
positive assurance.* Such a man, fortified by
steadiness, resolution, and a stout heart, need not
hesitate to venture out on the emigrant’s career
— he could make up his mind to ‘‘rough it’’ for
several years ‘‘before he can settle quietly down
under his vine and fig-tree, and gather in their
fruits’’. In Iowa, which was the Far West of that
day, the thriving towns of Burlington, Dubuque,
Davenport, Fort Madison, Iowa City, and Bloom-
ington (now Muscatine) were commended as pre-
senting excellent opportunity for skilled labor.
Miss Mann’s delineation of the face of the Iowa
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country also carried hope to those who wanted
better returns from agriculture. Her attractive
statement reads as follows:

The State of Iowa, in the picturesque beauty of its
scenery, and the richness of its verdure, much re-
sembles the finest portions of the south of England
counties; though, in native richness and fertility, it
far surpasses any portion of this country. Here and
there it is partially wooded, somewhat like a gentle-
man’s park in this country, being moderately undulat-
ing, and no where, in the southern part of the State,
rising into hills or mountains. All is green and cultiv-
able. On the margins of the rivers there are occasional
ranges of ‘‘bluffs,”’ intersected by ravines.*®

The prairies, climate, productions, crops, timber,
seasons, and other matters of interest were like-
wise briefly touched upon. Indeed, an Englishman
by the name of Rubio who had written a book on
his rambles in the United States was quoted as
speaking in the highest terms only of Jowa ‘‘which
stands A 1 for emigrants, in his estimation’’. De-
clared Miss Mann:

‘We can imagine few conditions of life more favour-
able to the enjoyment of earthly happiness than that
of a settler on a rich piece of land in Ohio, Illinois,
or Jowa: he is in the midst of plenty — the land teems
with abundance — labour is never without its reward
—and its fruits are all the labourer’s own. He may
not be rich in gold or silver coin; but if the land he
tills be his own, and that land produces more than
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sufficient for his own wants and the wants of all his
household, has he not here the elements of the most
substantial happiness? Let him take courage, then,
and struggle onward.'

People who showed the white feather, ‘‘Miss
Nancy’’ emigrants who returned to England after
a try at the New World, were held up as dismal
illustrations of the sort of stuff that could not
succeed anywhere.

GEORGE SHEPPARD AND THE CLINTON COUNTY
SETTLEMENTS

During the winter of 1849 George Sheppard, an
Englishman, delivered several lectures at Hull,
England, extolling Towa as a State where ‘‘health,
wealth and beauty are spread out in every direc-
tion’’. So forceful was his presentation of the
advantages of emigration to America that a society
was organized for the purchase of a tract of land,
and Mr. Sheppard was engaged to help make the
selection of a site.

On May 15, 1850, the emigrants sailed from
Liverpool on the ship ‘“‘Columbus’’ and reached
New York after a six weeks’ voyage. Upon ar-
riving at Davenport, Iowa, they made arrange-
ments with Cook and Sargent (land agents and
bankers), to assist them in their undertaking. On
the stage route to Dubuque, at a place nine or ten
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miles northwest of De Witt — the seat of govern-
ment in Clinton County and then a small town
with a log cabin tavern — the emigrants purchased
about two thousand acres of oak timber and
prairie land and divided it according to the sums
of money each had invested in the enterprise. Up-
on a hill which commanded a beautiful view east,
south, and west, they laid out forty acres in one-
acre lots and called ithe village Welton. High
hopes were naturally entertained of the future of
this place, situated on the military and mail road
between Davenport and Dubuque. Writing to
friends in England in the summer of 1850, George
Sheppard noted that land speculators were watch-
ing the colonists’ movements, and he prophesied
‘‘that within twelve months from this not an acre
will be purchasable near us except at double the
government price.’”™’

A number of buildings rose on the spot which
these people had chosen — hotel, shops, stores, and
dwellings. For a time the colony flourished; but
its members having been trained as mechanics and
artisans — tailors, bookbinders, painters, and
others — found pioneer life unattractive, and so
they forsook their farms and returned to their
trades, scattering to other towns throughout the
country. This village which died out is still known
as ‘“‘Old Welton”. The name is also perpetuated
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in another village not far to the south and in the
township where it lay, ““a monument to the designs
of its founders.”

Of a different character were the English fam-
ilies which began to settle in Eden and Center
townships west of the town of Camanche in the
same county. Nearly all are said to have come
from the village of Killingham, Lincolnshire, Eng-
land. Bringing capital with them, they bought out
the pioneers of the region and in 1879 were re-
ported as largely engaged in stock raising, thrifty
and enterprising, with broad fields and fine farm-
houses. In their vicinity the Chicago and North-
western Railroad selected a site for a station; and
when the town-planners were debating a name for
the place, the superintendent of construction,
standing by a pile of rails and noting the words
“Low Moor, England’’ stamped upon them, suc-
ceeded in securing the adoption of that name.
Since then Englishmen have always been found in
this neighborhood.*

- During these years William Lake, an English-
man by birth and president of St. George’s Bene-
volent Association of Clinton, Iowa, interested
himself in immigration to such an extent that he
was in communication with the British Working
Men’s Association. He declared his belief that if
the horribly cruel and unjust quarantine regula-
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tions of the port of New York were improved,
immigration into the United States could be
doubled.”



II

STATE ENCOURAGEMENT OF
IMMIGRATION

‘What effect Newhall had in England there is no
way to show; and the same may be said of the in-
fluence of other writers.*® There is, however, suf-
ficient evidence to prove that as early as 1850,
when the United States census first began to re-
cord the nativity of the nation’s inhabitants and
when the occupation of the woods and prairies of
JTowa had been going on for twenty years, settlers
of British birth had already appeared upon the
American frontier. Of the 192,214 people in Towa
at that time, it appears that 20,969 were born in
foreign countries; and of these more than half
were British —4885 Irish, 3785 English, 1756
British-Americans, and 712 Secotch.” Further-
more, it is a noteworthy fact that the people of
British birth exceeded those of German origin not
only in 1850 but also in every census year for
three decades thereafter.

No direct effort (other than by means of such
booklets as those written by John B. Newhall and
Alice Mann) seems to have been made before 1860

32
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to induce British people to leave their homes and
come to Jowa. The Dubuque Emigrant Associa-
tion, organized in 1858, may have brought its in-
fluence to bear on emigrants after their arrival at
Castle Garden in New York City, but it did not
directly encourage emigration from the British
Isles, though a pamphlet* intended for people in
the eastern States very likely fell into the hands
of foreigners as well. Not until observing Iowans
awoke to the fact that the States of Minnesota and
‘Wisconsin were actively engaged in luring emi-
grants within their borders did Iowa legislators
provide for a commissioner of immigration in
New York City.” At his office there during the
years 1860 and 1861 he imparted information and
distributed literature to all who came; but before
his retirement he pointed out the futility of ap-
proaching foreigners whose final destination in
America was generally determined previous to
their sailing from Europe. During the Civil War
and the reconstruction period following, the gov-
ernment of Iowa did practically nothing to en-
courage immigration to the State.

Competitive publicity measures on the part of
neighboring States, however, again served to shake
the Towa legislature out of its persistent indiffer-
ence to the subject. Created by law in 1870, the
Iowa State Board of Immigration began its duties
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by printing and distributing small circulars and
sending out newspaper notices inviting corre-
spondence from persons who desired information
about settling in Iowa. A. R. Fulton, secretary
of the Board, prepared for publication in various
languages a pamphlet on the agricultural, mineral,
and other resources of the State.* Various rail-
road companies and the Hamburg Steamship Line
were instrumental in ‘carrying such advertising
matter to Europe at very slight cost to the Board.
Governor Merrill’s letter to the Workingmen’s
Emigrant Association of London was also widely
distributed among the branches in the cities and
towns of England, Scotland, and Wales. The
Board commissioned Edward T. Edginton of
Lucas County, Rev. Alexander King of Ireland,
and Alexander A. Wise of London to disseminate
information throughout the British Isles. Both
King and Wise as resident agents were after-
wards highly praised for their valuable services in
attracting attention to Iowa, Mr. King having con-
tributed many ably written articles to leading
religious and secular journals in his country.*
Because four of the members of the State Board
of Immigration of 1870-1871 were foreign-born
and represented the Dutch, the German, and the
Scandinavian elements in the population of Iowa,
the Irish of Jowa expressed considerable dissatis-
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faction through the Roman Catholic clergy of the
diocese of Dubuque. To the Hon. Richard O’Gor-
man of New York City they addressed a letter for
the benefit of their fellow countrymen in Ireland
on the subject of emigration. Furthermore, be-
cause Governor Merrill, in alluding to the foreign-
born people in the State, had omitted to mention
the large Irish element, thirty-seven Irish clergy-
men took him to task by asking whether their
religion or politics or both were a barrier to recog-
nition. Thousands of Irishmen, they declared,
were prosperous, independent farmers in a State
that was even then taking the lead in American
agriculture. The clergy directed attention to the
vast land holding of various railroad companies
and the terms on which immigrants could still pur-
chase farms; they also showed the rapid spread of
Catholicism in Towa as another special advantage,
and they offered to supply any further informa-
tion on the subject so close to their hearts. In
conclusion, they promised to appoint an agent to
represent them at New Ybrk in the spring fof
1871

Immediately after his appointment, Edward T.
Edginton left Chariton, Iowa: he arrived in Liver-
pool on August 18, 1870. Here he at once opened
an office; but owing to the lateness of the emigra-
tion season and the lack of printed matter adver-
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tising Iowa he could do little except to collect the
names and addresses of persons who intended to
emigrate in the coming spring. When the pam-
phlets on Iowa did arrive, there were not nearly
enough to supply all applicants. Mr. Edginton
had a list of two thousand agents residing in all
parts of the British Isles whom he also intended
to furnish with an ample number of the State’s
booklets: his repeated requests for more and also
for a cheaper document for wider distribution
were not complied with because the State Board
of Immigration had too little money at its disposal
for such purposes.

How many individuals Mr. Edginton induced to
go to Towa by his distribution of six thousand
copies of the pamphlet, he could not state, as most
of them booked their passage to America through
local passenger agents; but he distributed pam-
phlets and information to all who were interested
in Liverpool, London, Manchester, Birmingham,
Sheffield, Leeds, Lincoln, Leicester, Nottingham,
Cheltenham, Gloucester, Hereford, Bristol, Neath,
Swansea, (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee,
Aberdeen, Inverness, Stirling, and other cities.”
He also inserted a short advertisement in a lead-
ing religious paper and received over five hundred
letters of inquiry.*

In the report of his activities Mr. Edginton
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suggested that the Iowa legislature make more
liberal provision not only for printed matter but
also for the payment of agents ‘‘who should be
constantly employed during the entire year in
visiting and lecturing, in the agricultural distriets,
especially.”’ 1f this were done, he had no doubt
that the result would equal if not surpass the most
sanguine expectations. Judging from the fact
that the State of Iowa paid Edginton $121.25 for
freight, postage, and wrappers on pamphlets and
$150 as salary during his seven months of service
abroad, he was probably one of the agents who .
had been employed by the Board of Immigration
to serve both the State and such railroad
companies as had agreed to pay most of their
salaries.”

The second State Board of Immigration ap-
pointed for the years 1872 and 1873 also sought to
reach British ears, like its predecessor, through
Alexander A. Wise at London.* How thoroughly
he did his work, there is no report to show. Dur-
ing the next six years, however, the State of Towa
did practically nothing to attract settlers to its
huge unoccupied areas. .

Despite the operations of railroad and other
agencies in the land markets at home and abroad,
men like Governor John H. Gear realized that the
State was not receiving a fair share of the im-
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migration which had been coming to the West. He
informed the General Assembly that American
consuls in Great Britain and Germany had notified
him that there would be a very large emigration
of most desirable people to the United States in
1880." Because this prediction had been ‘‘corrob-
orated by the public speeches of many of the lead-
ing English statesmen, and by utterances of the
influential press in discussing the agricultural con-
ditions of their country’’ and because neighboring
States were openly bidding for such settlers, Gov-
ernor Gear urged the State legislature of Iowa to
enter ‘‘the race for empire’’. Accordingly, for the
last time in the history of the State, the General
Assembly in 1880 appropriated $5000 annually for
two years, $§1200 being designated as the annual
salary of a commissioner, the remainder to be ex-
pended by him in showing ‘‘to the people of the
United States the natural advantages and resourec-
es of the state of Iowa.”” George D. Perkins of
Sioux City, who was appointed to the new posi-
tion, at once announced that according to his in-
terpretation of the law no part of the funds at his
disposal could be spent in foreign countries.™
The last reminder of the State’s undertaking to
lure trans-Atlantic emigrants to its vacant lands
is a four-page pamphlet prepared in 1881 by J.
Duehurst Shuttleworth of 45 Sunny Road, South-
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port, England, who gave his representations added

but apparently unauthorized weight by signing
himself ‘‘Commissioner of Immigration for the

State of Towa’’. An English newspaper contained

the following editorial mention or advertisement

of Iowa and its self-styled commissioner:

The State of Iowa invites the attention of Emigrants
to the following facts: It is the first State in the
amount of Indian Corn grown, in the number of pigs
raised, and first in Wheat. For the Dairy Iowa has
no equal; at the World’s Exposition in Philadelphia
bearing off gold and silver medal award on Butter;
in St. Louis, 1878, on Cheese; and again on Butter
at the International Dairy Fair, New York, in De-
cember, 1879. Iowa lies midway between Texas south
and Canada on the north, and in belt of population,
commerce and wealth. Canada exported, in 1877,
13,659,949 pounds of Butter, and produced 25,000,000
bushels of Wheat; Iowa, the same year, exported
27,262,724 pounds of Butter and produced 54,500,000
bushels of Wheat. Ontario, Canada, had in 1875 of
Horses, Cattle and Pigs, 9 to the square mile. The
farmers of the State of Iowa, of whom a large number
are from Great Britain, own of Horses, Cattle and
Pigs, 5,236,482, or 95 to the square mile. Of the
64,000,000 bushels of Corn received in Chicago last
year, 29,709,340 bushels were from Iowa. By the
laws of Iowa, any British subject, whether naturalized
or residing in the United States or not, may exercise
all the rights of a citizen in regard to buying, holding
or the transfer of property.*
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A pamphlet entitled Iowa Resources and In-
dustries was the last one prepared at State expense
for home and investment seekers and was pub-
lished in 1885 by J. P. Bushnell, Commissioner of
Immigration, with the endorsement of the State
Executive Council. Though not issued for circula-
tion in the British Isles, it undoubtedly served the
general purpose of keeping Iowa before the eyes
of English-speaking people everywhere. The
document seems to have been intended to fall into
the hands of visitors to the World’s Industrial and
Cotton Centennial Exposition and to the North,
Central and South American Exposition — both
held at New Orleans. Iowa could not withhold a
suitable display on both these occasions because
a similar participation at the Philadelphia Cen-
tennial Exposition in 1876 had served to attract
both capital and immigrants to the State.™

Meanwhile the railroad companies whose trunk
lines had been pushed westward at great expense
had bent every energy to sell the thousands of
acres of public domain granted to them by a gen-
erous government: so long as these lands along
their right of ways lay townless and unimproved
or unused for agriculture or stock raising, the rail-
roads had little more than a desert to tap. By
purchase from these corporations and from home-
steaders and preémptors, land companies had pro-
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cured titles to vast bodies of land adjacent to the
railroads. The agents of the railroads and the
private land companies, therefore, left no stone
unturned to unload their extensive holdings upon
foreign immigrants and land-seekers from the
older parts of the United States. In every possible
way — by newspaper advertising, by pamphlets,
and by agents in foreign lands — they sought to
bring settlers to the territory tributary to their
newly-built lines across Iowa.*

How much these private agencies exerted them-
selves to persuade Americans and Europeans: to
purchase land in the State of Iowa can never be
known until their books and records have been
thoroughly searched for information of that char-
acter. By the beginning of the last decade of the
nineteenth century very little vacant or unsold
" land, it is believed, remained in the hands of rail-
road grantees or large land companies in Iowa.



III

BRITISH ELEMENTS IN THE POPULA-

TION OF IOWA

THE IRISH

Although every portion of the British Isles had
contributed its quota of emigrants to the ‘‘Eden
of American agriculture’’, Ireland surpassed the
other parts of the United Kingdom owing chiefly
to a succession of famines. Beginning with only
4885 in 1850, natives of the Emerald Isle in Iowa
rapidly increased to 20,896 in 1856, to 28,072 in
1860, to 40,124 in 1870, and reached their highest
total of 44,061 in 1880. Although these Irish im-
migrants were to be found in practically all the
townships of all the counties of the State, they
seem to have heen attracted chiefly to the larger
towns such as Dubuque, Clinton, Davenport, Bur-
lington, Keokuk, Des Moines, Cedar Rapids, and
Council Bluffs.

A list of the counties in which the Irish element
attained its greatest numerical strength in 1880
may be taken to indicate the localities to which
the Irish have been most partial in their choice
of homes. These counties, together with the num-

42
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ber of Irish-born residents, may be listed as
follows:*

DuBUQUE 3325 JACKSON 946 DELAWARE 675
CLINTON 2473 Des MoiNnes 925 WINNESHIEK 673
Scorr - 1671 BUCHANAN 910 Brack Hawxk 660
ArLaMAKEE 1550 LINN 894 FAYETTE 628
PoLx 1466 MONROE 800 CRAWFORD 559
PorrawaT.* 1382 WEBSTER 784 HOWARD 547
LEr 1042 MUSCATINE 767 PowesHIEK 531
JONES 962 Iowa 751 WOODBURY 512
JOHNSON 952 WAPELLO 739 CEepar 472
CLAYTON 948 CHickasaw 701 TUNION 458
* Pottawattamie.

Later census enumerations do not alter the fore-
going list appreciably, although in 1885 Greene
County appeared with 560 Irish-born settlers, all
the others having suffered decreases except Polk,
Pottawattamie, and Woodbury where the growth
of Des Moines, Council Bluffs, and Sioux City
account for a considerable increase.

Since 1880 the sons and daughters of Old Erin
resident in Towa have shown a rapid falling off
as evidenced by the following statistics: 42,524 in
1885, 33,006 in 1895, 22,578 in 1905, 14,299 in 1915,
and 10,686 in 1920. Death has thinned the ranks
of the Irish immigrants of half a century ago, and
their places have not been filled by fresh recruits
from the old home-land; but their children and
grandchildren constitute a numerous progeny,
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Irish Catholic communities being found in most
of the counties of the State to-day."”

THE WELSH

The Welsh contingent in Iowa’s foreign-born
population has always been relatively small. In
1880 only 3031 natives of Wales were reported as
residents of the State, being grouped with the
English in the census returns for counties.*® In
subsequent years they are separately reported in
the records as follows: 3436 in 1885, 3439 in 1895,
2621 in 1905, 2048 in 1915, and 1753 in 1920. Slight
and almost negligible as their number was in com-
parison with the State’s total population, the
‘Welsh have somewhat clannishly flocked to certain
counties as is shown in the following figures:*

WELSH IMMIGRANTS 1885 1895 1905 1915
ManAskA CounTY 406 442 236 157
Lucas CounTy 282 49 107 68
Towa CounTty . 250 214 146 111
MoNTaoMERY COUNTY 200 166 95 87
Howarp CoUnTY 185 151 133 88
Louisa County 156 164 = 96 69
JorNsSoN COUNTY 144 119 7 49
‘WareLLo CouNTy 138 230 170 99
PoLk CounTy 132 153 194 237
JasPErR COUNTY 58 125 115 125
MonNroE CounTY 50 319 362 256
ArPANOOSE COUNTY 11 121 49 61

Further investigation shows that in several of
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these counties Welshmen congregated in certain
neighborhoods, as, for example, in Columbus City
and Elm Grove townships in Louisa County where
church services are still conducted in the mother
tongue; Des Moines, Garfield, and Harrison town-
ships and the towns of Beacon and Oskaloosa in
Mahaska County; the towns of Cleveland and
Lucas in Lucas County where John Llewellyn
Lewis, president of the United Mine Workers of
America, was born of Welsh parents in 1880; Hil-
ton and Troy townships and Williamsburg in Iowa
County; Forest City in Howard County; Union
Township in Johnson County; Kirkville and
Ottumwa in Wapello County; Lincoln Township
with the village of Wales in Montgomery County;
Des Moines in Polk County; Poweshiek Township
in Jasper County. Most of the Welsh in Iowa
to-day are engaged as miners in the coal fields;
but wherever they are, their eisteddfods or annual
singing contests and their cymanfa or church con-
ventions have survived the transplanting of these
folk from their tiny fatherland. The Y Drych, a
newspaper published at Utica, New York, has
many readers among the Welshmen of Iowa.

THE CANADIANS

Not inconsiderable has been the flow of British-
Americans, chiefly Canadians, to the Iowa country.
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Census totals in every year except 1915 ranked
them next to the English-born inhabitants of the
Hawkeye State: 1756 in 1850, 6133 in 1856, 8313
in 1860, 17,907 in 1870, 19,451 in 1880, 19,087 in
1885, 17,882 in 1895, 14,306 in 1905, 10,980 in 1915,
and 8929 in 1920. Being already Americanized,
in the sense that their environment in Canada
differed very little from that in the United
States, they could easily adapt themselves to Towa
conditions: consequently these newcomers scat-
tered to every nook and corner of the State. Tak-
ing the figures for 1880 and 1885 as a criterion and
comparing them with more recent returns, Canadi-
ans have always been most numerous in the follow-
ing counties:*

CANADIANS 1880 1885 1880 1885
CLINTON 821 617 FAYETTE 451 330
PorrawaATTAMIE 555 542 JACKsoN 427 310
‘WOODBURY 538 956 LiNN 408 417
GRUNDY 533 234 BUCHANAN 390 247
‘WINNESHIEK 510 401 Cerro GorDO 377 337
Brack Hawk 507 419 MARSHALL 368 373
FLoyp 459 391 Pox 353 408
TAMA 457 263 BUTLER 349 269
ScorT 340 247 CHEROKEE 321 306
JONES 328 220 DELAWARE 318 252
PLYMOUTH 326 549 Dusuque 314 284

Cedar Rapids, Clinton, Council Bluffs, Daven-
port, Des Moines, Dubuque, Le Mars, Fort Dodge,
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and Sioux City were the principal British-Amer-
ican centers as late as 1895; and by the year 1915
the relative distribution in the counties above
named had not appreciably changed.* It is in-
teresting to note in this connection that as cheap
Towa lands were invaded by British subjects from
the region north of the Great Lakes, so in more
recent years Canada’s agricultural provinces of
Alberta and Saskatchewan were largely occupied
by thousands of young farmers from the Hawk-
eye State. Indeed, to that exodus was chiefly as-
cribed the decline of Towa’s population during the
first decade of the twentieth century; and if the
facts were fully known, they would probably show
that Canada has more than made good earlier
losses to Iowa.

THE SCOTCH

Although the stream of Irish immigration be-
gan to diminish in volume after 1880, the high-
water mark of Scotch immigration to Towa was
not reached until five years later as shown by the
following figures: 712 in 1850, 2169 in 1856, 2895
in 1860, 5248 in 1870, 6885 in 1880, and 7993 in
1885. Where the natives of Scotland settled in
JTowa can be quite accurately determined from the
census returns for the most typical years. Like
the Irish they spread to all the ninety-nine coun-

iv
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ties, but consciously or unconsciously they favored
a few as will be seen by the figures in the table.*

SCOTCH 1880 1885 1880 1885
BooONE 303 379 LN 181 218
TAMA 302 224 PoOWESHIEK 169 146
PorrawarraMie 207 304 KEeokUk 117 408
‘WEBSTER 188 203 JASPER 141 191
PoLx 185 215 GREENE 96 166
Scorr 181 142 DuBUQUE 126 150

Despite the fact that old Scotch settlers have
been passing away in the past three decades, the
comparative ranking of the counties was about
the same in 1915, although Monroe and Woodbury
counties had received considerable accessions. Al-
ways rather thinly distributed over the State, the
canny Scots have nevertheless gathered to a cer-
tain extent in such towns and cities as Boonesboro,
Moingona, and Angus, Traer, Des Moines, Daven-
port, Council Bluffs, Dubuque, What Cheer, and
Sioux City.* What Cheer owes its name to the
exclamation of a Scotchman when he discovered
coal in the neighborhood. Like their Welsh
countrymen, many have worked as colliers in Towa
mines.

THE ENGLISH

Although the number of English-born people
reported in Towa in any census year never equalled
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or exceeded that of the Irish until 1915 when both
elements totaled 15,741 and 14,299 respectively,
the English must not be thought to have made a
poor showing as immigrants. On the contrary,
they and their descendants constitute a respectable
portion of the State’s population at the present
time. The crest of the English wave struck Towa
five years later than did that of the Irish, as may
be gathered from the following returns: 3785 in
1850, 8942 in 1856, 11,522 in 1860, 16,660 in 1870,
22,519 in 1880, and 25,974 in 1885.

These immigrants like other Britishers settled
most thickly in certain portions of the State, but
this result was not necessarily due to conscious
selection on their part. In 1895 Des Moines,
Dubuque, Sioux City, Council Bluffs, Davenport,
Clinton, What Cheer, Cedar Rapids, Burlington,
Ottumwa, Mystie, Oskaloosa, and Le Mars led in
the number of English-born inhabitants, thus help-
ing to explain the totals for counties in earlier and
later census years as well. In 1915 the English-
born residents of ITowa were dwelling in much the
same places as before, except that several coal-
mining communities had come to be prominent
centers since 1890. Statistics for about one-fourth
of the counties of Iowa for the census years of
1880, 1885, 1895, and 1915 show that in most local-
ities there has been a marked decrease in the num-
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ber of English-born residents in Iowa. The
figures are-as follows:*

ENGLISH IMMIGRANTS 1880 1885 1895 1915
PorrawarTaMiE COUNTY 1121 1157 402
DuBuque CounTy 1062 980 478
CLinToN CoUuNTY 892 833 351
PoLx CounTy 872 1128 1472
MagasgA CoUNTY 669 725 271
Scorr CounTty 611 490 380
DELAWARE COUNTY 583 508 109
TLvcas County : 493 516 188
JoansoN CounTY 484 305 133
Des Momes County 462 420 178
Brack Hawk County 458 437 513
LinNy CounTy 429 479 463
Faverre CouNnTY 412 374 186
PLyMouTH COUNTY 365. 601 204
BooNE CoUnTY 331 656 250
KEOKUK COUNTY 178 652 137
‘WoopBURY COUNTY * 230 636 845
GRrREENE COUNTY 280 488 124
MoxroE CoUNTY 224 174 449 560
JasPErR COUNTY 387 365 441 365
ButLEr CoUNTY 278 217 182 350
ApPPANOOSE COUNTY 137 219 687 331
‘WareLLo CoUNTY 293 352 502 321
CErrRO GORDO COUNTY 335 340 376 311

" DECREASE OF THE BRITISH ELEMENT

Judging from State and Federal census totals,
natives of Canada and Ireland practically ceased
emigrating to Iowa by the year 1880; natives of
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Scotland and England by the year 1885; and
‘Welshmen by the year 1895. Since then their
numbers have gradually decreased: death has
taken its toll among the oldest of them and new-
comers from across the sea have not arrived in
sufficient force to keep the British element con-
stant in the population of the State. How rapidly
the pure Scotch and English strains have van-
ished is clear from the records which show that the
number in 1920 was only about half that in 1885:

NATIONALITY 1885 1895 1905 1915 1920
ScorcH 7,993 7,037 5,693 4,947 3,967
ENGLISH 25,974 23,411 18,263 15,741 13,036

TOTAL BRITISH-BORN CONTRIBUTION TO IOWA

How many Britishers have at different times
found homes in Iowa, not even the census figures
can adequately reveal. Some of them came and
died in the State before the census enumerators
could record their presence; some resided in the
State a few years and moved on without being
counted in the census years. A rough estimate of
the British contribution to Iowa for the past
eighty years may be based on the combined totals
of the years 1885 and 1915 which probably repre-
sent two generations of foreign-born Irish, Cana-
dians, Welsh, Scotch, and English: approximately
150,000 emigrants from the British Isles and
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British possessions have helped to swell the popu-
lation of the State at various times.

In conclusion it is interesting to observe how
this British contribution has compared with other
foreign-born elements in the Iowa museum of
human stocks and races. It is a mistake to assume
that because the Germans and the Scandinavians
have loomed large in the bulk of European immi-
grants in Jowa during the past thirty years they
have always preponderated. It is worth noting
that all census returns on nativity from 1850 to
1880 show that the combined total of Irish, Cana-
dians, Welsh, Scotch, and English exceeded that
of any other nationality. Since then, however,
German-born immigrants have easily ranked first
in number. Moreover, it was not until 1905 that
Swedes and Norwegians stood next to the Ger-
mans, Irish-born and English-born inhabitants
ranking fourth and fifth. Even in the year 1915
the entire British-born element did not compare
unfavorably with the North KEuropeans as
evidenced in the following figures:*

GERMANS ' 88,450 ENGLISH 15,741
SWEDES 25,683 IrisH 14,299
NORWEGIANS 20,239 BRITISH AMERICANS 11,080
DaANEs 18,955 ScorcH 4,947

The clannishness so characteristic of German,
Scandinavian, Dutch, and Bohemian settlements
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in Iowa has not been duplicated by the British-
born to any noticeable extent: the latter have al-
ways been more thinly diffused throughout the
State,"” perhaps because the language difficulty
never seriously differentiated them from their
English-speaking American neighbors. The prob-
lem of adjustment and adaptation to the New
World quite naturally possessed no terrors ifor
those who had no linguistic handicap to overcome,
whereas in the case of all other foreigners the
same difficulty very much retarded the process of
Americanization. Whether Teutonic peoples have
been on the whole a more welcome addition to the
body politic of Towa than the British, students
of ethnology will have no easy task to prove. How-
ever that may be, the industrious and self-respect-
ing descendants of all foreign-born immigrants
who sought and found a livelihood within the
borders of the State have no reason to lament their
lineage. On the contrary, their foreign ancestry
should spur them on to create in Yowa, with its
wonderful natural resources, a State and a society
superior to any that their trans-Atlantic fore-
fathers knew; for after all the real wealth of every
State is its people.






PART I1

BRITISH INVASION OF NORTHWESTERN
IOWA






I
THE CLOSE BROTHERS

Only once in the history of the University of
Cambridge (England) have three brothers at-
tained the distinetion of making the varsity crew,*
and that was about fifty years ago. Eight times
they rowed against Oxford in the annual races on
the Thames. These celebrated oarsmen, two of
whom were presidents of the Cambridge Univer-
sity Boat Club, were John Brooks Close, James
Brooks Close, and William Brooks Close. A
fourth brother, Frederick Brooks Close, having
elected not to go to Cambridge, joined a friend
farming in the backwoods of the Alleghany Moun-
tains in Virginia.*

FIRST VISIT TO IOWA

It was in the year 1876 that William B. Close
received an invitation to bring to the United
States a university four to compete in the cen-
tennial regatta at Philadelphia. He persuaded
some Trinity College men to make the journey.
Upon their arrival in America in August, the
visitors were given quarters in the middle of the
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Quaker city (not in the country as the Centennial
Committee had promised), with the result that
before the races took place all the young English-
men came down with malarial fever, and con-
sequently they failed to make much of a showing.
‘What happened then may be told in Mr. Close’s
own words:

Nevertheless, one day while practising and rowing
a course, I found my slide in the boat became very
stiff. I completed the course with the result that I
bruised myself so badly that I could not sit down
without the help of cushions. The crew went to Cape
May for a week-end; and while the other boys were
out for a training walk on Sunday afternoon, being
unable to join them for the reason above stated, I
sat down on a vacant chair on the verandah and
entered into conversation with a gentleman who I
soon found out came from Quincy, Illinois — Mr.
Daniel Paullin. He had a son and a daughter with
him. In the course of conversation on that day and
next week-end he told me how he had made his for-
tune by buying lands in Illinois in the early sixties,
which had grown very much more valuable, and stated
that he was going to start his sons in Iowa in the
same way as the same opportunity occurred. He in-
vited me to go West to pay him a visit at Quincy,
and volunteered to lead an expedition into Western
Towa. Accordingly, when I had recovered from this
bad attack of malaria a couple of months after, to-
gether with my brother Fred, who came from Virginia
to join me, we made our way to Quincy, Illinois, and
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shortly afterwards with one of his sons we went
through Des Moines to some of the western counties,
hired a buggy, and for about a week we traveled from
village to village taking in the general topography of
the country. On my return to Quincy I became en-
gaged to Mr. Paullin’s eldest daughter.*

THE PURCHASE OF IOWA LANDS

Assured by Mr. Paullin that the West offered
stronger inducements to a young man than any
country across the water, the brothers returned
eastward, William spending the winter in Eng-
land; but in May, 1877, they were out in Iowa
again. They looked carefully into the subject of
land investments and in the end were fully con-
vinced of the desirability and safety of putting
part of their capital into lands.* During that
year they also studied pioneer farming and stock
raising in all their aspects, and then bought nearly
three thousand acres at $3.50 per acre in the
neighborhood of what is now the town of Ricketts
in Crawford County.*

This purchase of land proved to be the first of
a long series in northwestern Iowa, then the most
sparsely settled portion of the State. Why the
young men chose to begin operations there in
preference to other parts of the New World was
later very interestingly set -forth by William B.
Close in an English periodical:
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When I left Cambridge several years ago I had
already made up my mind that if I left England and
engaged in stock raising and farming generally, it
was to the North American continent I should go.
No other part of the world, it seemed to me, offered
the same advantages; but the question as to what part
of that continent to settle in, I thought it best to
decide after 1 had taken an exploring trip through
Canada and the States.

My sympathies naturally inclined me towards Can-
ada, as being under the British flag, but dismissing
from my mind all thoughts of settling in a country
where ‘‘clearing’’ has to be done, and where the best
portion of a man’s life is spent in getting his farm
fit for cultivation, I soon found that for stock raising
and sheep farming Canada could not compete on
- equal terms with those States and territories where
winters are shorter, and where majze or Indian corn
is grown, in addition to swedes, turnips, peas, &. Had
I, however, intended to go in only for wheat growing,
I should undoubtedly have chosen the Red River
valley, in Manitoba, but as I was more bent on stock
raising, I turned my back on Canada and went to
look up a brother who had a small stock farm in the
backwoods of the Alleghany Mountains, in Western
Old Virginia. I did not stay long there — good lands
were scarce and dear — and although more than fifty
miles from a railroad, were held at £14 to £16 per acre.

Nor did I stay long in the eastern part of the State.
Virginia is, as the Yankees would say, ‘‘played out,’’
tobacco has exhausted the soil, and I was offered
some fine-looking estates with large trees and grand
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old mansions at a much less rate than good lands in
the back woods. Also I formed a very bad opinion
of the lower class of population; everywhere I went
I saw far too much loafing about at the saloon doors,
and the blacks would only work just sufficiently to
keep themselves from actual starvation. So, with
my brother, I turned towards the Western States,
passing through and stopping in Pennsylvania, where,
‘again, good lands are very highly priced, and in
Illinois, which was too settled for my purpose. At
Quincy, Illinois, I met a very well-informed American
gentleman, who strongly advised me to visit North-
Western Iowa, and informed me that when his two
sons had finished their education at Harvard Univer-
sity he intended to settle them there. On our way
we passed through the State of Missouri, a magnifi-
cent country, but cursed with a most wretched and
shiftless population, and I then made up my mind
I would have nothing further to do with the South
with its ‘‘low whites and coloured gentlemen.’” The
eastern part of Kansas and Nebraska we liked more
than any country we had yet seen, but fever and ague
we found too prevalent in Kansas, and in Nebraska
water was not as plentiful as it should be for stock;
wells were frequently over 100 feet in depth.

We then moved into North-Western Iowa, and were
at once enabled to endorse the favourable opinion
given us by our friend in Illinois. After a long and
careful investigation we made up our minds we would
not spend more time and money in seeking for a
better region for stock raising and sheep farming,
North-Western Iowa combining it seemed to us every
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favourable circumstance. My brother at once resolved
to leave Virginia, and, after settling matters at home,
we bought lands in Crawford County, and have no
hesitation in saying that neither of us have for a
moment regretted our choice.®*



I

FARMING THE VIRGIN LAND
1878 - 1879

After taking up their residence at Denison the
two Close brothers at once divided their purchase
into quarter section tracts and let contracts for
the construction of buildings and the breaking of
the prairie sod. A frame house of the simplest
and cheapest design was erected upon each of the
twenty farms: its dimensions were sixteen by
twenty-two feet with an eight-foot ceiling in the
two rooms downstairs and four and a half foot
side walls and slanting ceilings in two rooms up-
stairs, painted and double-boarded outside and
plastered within, ‘‘perfectly wind and water tight
and warm”’, all at a cost of about $250, including
labor.* The barn was a rough affair, and the
cost of such an improvement besides a well came
to about $100. ‘‘Breaking’’ a certain portion of
each farm for cultivation was done by contractors
at the rate of $2.00 per acre.

Northwestern Iowa in a state of nature com-
mended itself to these Englishmen who wanted
quick returns because they were not compelled to
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spend the best part of their lives ‘‘cutting down
trees, uprooting stumps, and clearing away heavy
logs’ at a cost of from fifteen to twenty dollars
per acre as in a timber country: on the contrary,
the work on the prairie was very simple, neces-
sitating only the ploughing of the sod to a depth
of a few inches. Thus, it was said, a good team
of three horses or mules and a sixteen or eighteen
inch plough could break up two acres of prairie
‘sod a day, there being no rocks, stones, roots, or
other impediments to contend with.* The months
of May, June, and part of July — the breaking
season — were spent turning as much of the three
thousand acres as possible in order that the sod
might rot thoroughly before the sowing of the next
year’s crops, the newly broken land yielding no
returns in 1878. The Closes then sublet some of
their farms to tenants and worked some directly
on their own account.

As landlords in Jowa the young Englishmen be-
gan to operate on a principle which was gradually
perfected during the next half dozen years. For
the enlightenment of landowners in England, the
following description of their system of letting
farms was published in the mother country:

We came -to the conclusion that, however good

theoretically might be Dalrymple’s® system of farm-
‘ing a very large area, it would not pay in the end as
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well as letting the farms to the renters for an equal
share of the crop — 4. e., we provide the tenant with
land ready for cultivation, a small but good house
with rough stabling or sheds, and also the seed for
the crops, while the tenant provides everything else
— labour, machinery, horses, etc., and puts our share
of the crops into the granary, we having divided the
crop, equally, bushel per bushel, as it comes from the
thrashing-machine. Our agreements with the tenants
are very strict, and we reserve the right to put other
labour on at their exclusive charge if we are satisfied
they are not doing their work in a proper way. By
this system we can farm a very large area with a
minimum of trouble, and are thus able at the same
time to turn our attention to stock raising and sheep
farming. We also noticed that the farmers, as a class,
were extraordinarily careless in the way they looked
after their own horses and machinery, and we natural-
ly thought if they took so little care of their own
property that they would take still less care of ours,
and calculated that it would be more profitable to put
into an increased quantity of lands the large amount
of capital which on Dalrymple’s system would be
needed for horses, machinery, and perishable property.
Even if we did not some years secure as large an
average of returns as Dalrymple, we should be amply
compensated by the greater amount of lands we held,
and we felt confident that they would materially rise
in value, as has been the case, and we also calculated
that a bad year such as 1878, when wheat was struck
with blight, would be a far less serious matter to us.
‘We had no difficulty whatever in finding renters on

——
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our terms, and as new breaking is particularly adapt-
ed to wheat, we had-by far the greater part of our
land sown with that cereal.*

The Close system did not consist merely of hold-
ing virgin land on the chance of a rise in value:
on the contrary, they built houses, ploughed the
sod, and improved their property so as to make it
productive of income, wherein they conceived lay
the distinction between legitimate business and
speculation in land.*® Tenants met the rent for
wheat lands in kind on the half-share principle;
and they paid an average of $2.00 per acre for
Indian corn lands, owing to the difficulty of col-
lecting it in kind. Tenants of the Close farms
were thus directly interested in the yield; and
when the harvest of 1879 was gathered in, the
Close brothers published the following statement
of the expenses and receipts of an average farm
— namely, ‘“Soldier Farm’’ on the northwest
quarter of section fourteen in Soldier Township,
Crawford County:

ExreENses IN 1878

£ 8 d
Cost of 160 acres of land at 14s.
[$3.50] per acre . . . . . 112 0 0 [$560]
Breaking 90 acres at 8s. [$2.00]
peracre . . . . . . . . 36 0 0 [$180]
House, stable, and well . . . 69 7 0 [$346.75]
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Seed . .. ... .... 16 10 0 [$ 8250]
Taxes for farm and buildings . 3 12 0 [$ 18.00]
Total . . . . . . . 237 9 0 [$1187.25]

REecErPTS IN 1879

The yield on this farm from 90 acres only was 1,373
bushels of wheat, or an average of 1514 bushels per acre.
Our share thus amounts to 68614 bushels, the farmer having
received a like amount. By the last advices . . . . we could
sell the wheat at the granary door for 3s. 9d. [93 cents] per
bushel ; thus:—

68614 bushels wheat at 3s. 9d. [93 cents] per bushel . ...
£128 14s. 414d. [$638.45] A net profit to us of 54 per cent
on the capital invested . . . .

Of course circumstances make this year an exceptionally
good one, but taking last year’s prices of 2s. 5d. [60 cents]
per bushel, the lowest it has ever been in our neighbourhood,
the net profit would still be over 35 per cent, with only 90
acres in cultivation.®®

The year 1879 turned out to be a very good one
for the young investors: owing to the failure of
crops in Europe, high prices prevailed in America.
In the illustrative figures quoted above no account
was taken of deterioration, but that was more
than counterbalanced by the increase in the value
of the farm. At the same time more of the prairie
sod on each farm was broken in 1879 for cultiva-
tion in 1880.



111
THE CLOSES EXTEND THEIR HOLDINGS

Having embarked upon the investment of capi-
tal in land and pleased with the prospect of their
operations, the two Close brothers decided to ex-
tend their acreage; indeed, they would have ex-
panded their holdings in Crawford County if
more virgin land had been available at a reason-
able price. Finding the best areas bought up in
that county, they turned to the counties farther
north where they were informed on good author-
ity — probably Daniel Paullin — one of the finest
and most fertile portions of the United States had
been fearfully scourged by grasshoppers and
where the pioneers were then offering to sell their
holdings at a sacrifice.”

‘Without waiting to see how the balance sheet
would stand in 1879, at the end of the year 1878
the Closes authorized their purchasing agent, Mr.
Paullin, to buy the Bloodgood lands in Plymouth,
Cherokee, and Woodbury counties. Accordingly,
at the rate of $2.40 per acre they obtained 16,080
acres of the most perfect land in Elkhorn, Port-
land, and Preston townships of Plymouth County
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— an event which a Le Mars editor greeted with
the headline, ‘‘Hail Britannial’’ They were re-
ported as negotiating for 50,000 acres more, and
as planning to make Le Mars their headquarters
in February, 1879. A large number of English
farmers were expected to occupy at least one-half
of these lands, if one may believe the newspaper
story which ends with the words that ‘“‘not only
our county but northwestern Iowa will receive an
important addition of sturdy, thrifty, well-to-do,
law-abiding immigrants that will add materially
to our growth and prosperity.’’*

Meanwhile their brothers, John and James
Close — who were in 'England engaged in the
banking business of an uncle, Sir William Cun-
liffe Brooks, John at Manchester and James at
Blackburn — had learned of the probable success
of the venture. Because the indoor life did not
suit him James threw up his position and joined
the boys in Iowa in time to join in the purchase
of the Bloodgood lands.” John, on the other
hand, having a wife and children, resolved to stick
to his job in England, eventually becoming very
wealthy; but he furnished the three brothers in
America with a good deal of money to invest not
only for himself but also for his English friends.*

It is clear that the Close brothers were con-
vinced that if it was necessary to take chances in



70 THE BRITISH IN IOWA

order to make money no two risks were in the
long run better than those which had never failed
man since the world began: the risk of the fruits
of the earth and the risk of the spread of popula-
tion westward. They had learned the lesson that
the growing of grain and the raising of live stock
in America were still in their infancy. Even in
the depth of the commercial depression of 1877,
‘““‘when about half the American nation was going
through the bankruptcy court, and when people
were saying the future of trade was loss and not
profit’”’, William B. Close realized ‘‘that, notwith-
standing, the farmers of America as a class were
making money.”” A few years before, corn had
been burned as fuel on Mississippi River steam-
beats and wheat had been left to rot in the fields
of California simply because the cost of trans-
portation to places where grain was needed was
prohibitive.

Eventually, however, according to a well-in-
formed English observer, ‘‘the means of trans-
portation had been developed to an extraordinary
extent. Railways and canals had been made far
beyond the traffic requirements of the country, and
when in the depression of 1874-8 there was less to
carry, the fiercest competition ensued between the
companies. Grain was at one time carried from
Chicago to New York, 1,000 miles, for 10 cents
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per 100 lbs., or less than a fourth of the price that
had been charged a few years before, and simul-
taneously freights across the Atlantic were re-
duced from 10s. to 5s per ton. Of course most of
the railway companies went into bankruptey, but
the discovery was made that it is not so much ‘the
long haul’ as the terminal charges which constitute
the cost of transport; and the eventual consolida-
tion of rival and insolvent systems, together with
the increased tonnage which followed the re-
duction of rates, confirmed the policy of cheap
freights.’’*

In the summer of 1879 William B. Close was
reported as having purchased from John Blood-
good and wife and Louise Stanton, widow, $34,740
worth of land in Plymouth, Woodbury, and Chero-
kee counties. Another Englishman, R. G. M.
Graham, also invested heavily in lands in this
region.*



‘ IV
HEADQUARTERS AT LE MARS

Le Mars became the headquarters of the Close
brothers because it was a natural gateway to the
unoccupied lands of the neighboring counties: that
virgin region became the scene of their operations
because it promised the most excellent returns on
their investment of time and money. Chicago, the
greatest live stock and produce market in the
world, whose prices regulated all other markets,
was accessible by reason of a fair network of rail-
roads: the Illinois Central in Plymouth, Wood-
bury, and Cherokee counties; the Sioux City and
St. Paul which traversed Plymouth, Sioux,
O’Brien, and Osceola counties; and the Chicago,
Milwaukee and St. Paul which crossed Sioux and
O’Brien counties. These lines made marketing
possible: without them there could have been no
promise of better things to come.

Le Mars was founded some time after the first
inhabitants made settlements in Plymouth County.
What is now the Illinois Central Railroad had
been extended to this region from Iowa Falls on
its way to Sioux City in 1869. With the railroad
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came town-planners from the East; and when the
St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad was projected
through the same region, Le Mars was laid out at
the junction of the two routes and in 1873 was
made the county seat in place of Melbourne. Thus,
accessible markets to the south, north, and east
became the lodestone to attract farmers to cheap
lands richly endowed by nature in all the counties
of northwestern Jowa. Immigration to these un-
occupied lands at once began to boom, although
the grasshopper plague continued unabated sev-
eral seasons and dampened the ardor of hundreds
who might otherwise have joined the rush. To
prove how the arrival of railroads brought people
to this region one needs only to note the increase
of population during the first ““railroad decade”
as compared with previous years.*

But even so, in view of these fine advantages
coupled with the natural riches of soil and a
healthful climate, it is surprising that northwest-
ern Iowa still offered such a vast quantity of cheap
land and claimed so comparatively few settlers.
The explanation is not far to seek. When in the
year 1867 the United States government opened
these lands ‘“‘for sale and preemption, they
were eagerly bought up by speculators, who had
heard of the fame of this region’’.”” These specu-
lators at once put such prices on their lands that
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the poorest class of settlers passed on to the
cheaper regions farther West; and for seven or
eight years the value of land remained almost
stationary.

It was because a few of the speculators, who
usually resided in eastern cities, were hard pressed
for ready cash that the Close brothers were able
to get some very good bargains. Furthermore, an-
other circumstance played into their hands: the
country had acquired a bad name from the ravag-
ing visitations of grasshoppers in recent years.
The latter fact did not, however, discourage the
Closes who had mdde a thorough study of the sit-
uation and felt sure that the grasshopper pest had
pretty nearly run its course in this region as it
had done in other places: ‘‘North-Western Iowa
being no longer the frontiers of the settled portion
of the country, these incursions are becoming
much less frequent, and when the grasshoppers do
come, it is only in scattered flights, damaging a
wheat field here and there.””

Convinced of the financial soundness of their
undertaking, the Closes were not long in enlisting
the interest and capital of other English univer-
sity and public school men. British farmers and
small capitalists seem to have been in considerable
distress at that time, as was also the ‘““cadet’’ who
had no future in the old country. The idea of
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land-owning in America and the ability of Amer-
ica to feed the world, which had begun to work a
momentous social and economic change in Eng-
land, now offered a solution of the English country
gentleman’s difficult problem — ‘‘how to recover
his rents, and provide for his younger sons.”” A
great deal of correspondence appeared in the press
on the question ‘‘What to do with our Boys?”’
William B. Close saw the opportunity and lost
no time 'in acquainting his friends in England
with the possibilities of the new country. In
November, 1879, he wrote letters which appeared
in Land and Water, the newspapers of Manches-
ter, and The Times of London,”™ setting forth the
reasons why he settled in northwestern Iowa, gen-
eral information about the State of Iowa, the ex-
perience of the Closes with farming in its different
branches, their method of letting farms, and a
statement of the expenses and returns on a typical
160 acre farm. So interesting and valuable are
Mr. Close’s letters about grain growing, cattle and
hog raising, and sheep farming that if space did
not forbid they would be worth republishing in
this connection. Suffice it to say, the writer was
so well known in England as a Cambridge oars-
man that his reports attracted much attention.
In December, 1879, according to the largest
London daily,” the Closes owned forty 160 acre
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wheat farms which they had let out to tenants,
supplying the land ready for cultivation, a house
with rough sheds for stabling, and necessary seed ;
while each tenant on his part provided labor,
machinery, and everything else. The crops were
to be divided equally between tenant and owners.
Mr. Close assured Englishmen that his first year’s
returns on wheat presented a strong contrast to
those he got from the farms he owned in England ;
and he summed up the relative merits of different
sections of the western country in these words:
‘‘Those who wish to go and raise wheat should go
to Minnesota and Manitoba; those who prefer
stock-raising, to the warmer countries south and
where maize is grown, viz, Iowa, Nebraska,
Kansas”’.




v
A PAMPHLET ON FARMING IN IOWA

- William B. Close’s marriage to Miss Mary
Paullin in New York City took place about the
same time that his letters were running in the
English press.” The newly wedded couple went
to England for their honeymoon. After their
arrival Mr. Close for several months spent much
time in conferences with his fellow countrymen on
the subject of northwestern Iowa; and he was
flooded with thousands of letters asking for fur-
ther information. His own letters had opened the
eyes of English landowners who could not squeeze
more than three per cent out of their property.

At 38 Cornhill, London, and 90 King Street,
Manchester, the recently organized firm of Close
Brothers and Company set up offices where Mr.
Close met or wrote to interested persons daily and
encouraged emigration to the Iowa ‘‘colony’’.™
To furnish full particulars he prepared a pamph-
let on Farmtng tn North-Western Iowa, of which
several thousand copies were printed for distribu-
tion in January and February, 1880.

Prospective emigrants were informed as to the
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best steamship and railroad lines with which the
Close brothers had arranged special rates; and
they were advised on how to render the voyage as
easy and inexpensive as possible and how to fit
themselves out so as to save much useless expense
and trouble. The actual fare to Le Mars in such
cases was represented to be under $55 for travel
by steerage and emigrant trains, under 65 by
intermediate, and from $75 to $95 by saloon and
first-class trains — children under twelve going
for half price and free under one. The cost of
living and personal expenses of the twelve or
fourteen days’ journey from Liverpool to Le Mars
generally came to $15 or $20 extra.

English emigrants were urged to allow for
plenty of time at Le Mars in order that they might
look about and thoroughly satisfy themselves that
the country suited them before buying farms.
Then, too, it would take some time to get all things
in readiness for breaking and ploughing in April.
Those who did not mind eold would lose nothing
by going early and gaining experience; but those
who were unable to go out before the breaking
season opened could nevertheless buy land and
have it improved through the Close firm, thus
saving a whole year.™

As owners of cattle, sheep, and grain farms, the
Closes had acquired considerable knowledge of the
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new country, of the people, and of farming in
general: this experience they now placed at the
disposal of Englishmen who had some capital. The
firm announced its intention to establish ‘‘a colony
of English people of the better class, and thus
combine Western farming with some English
society’’: artisans or mechanics were not urged
to emigrate unless they were able and willing to
combine farming with their other occupations in
what was a purely agricultural district; and labor-
ers without means were not encouraged to emi-
grate unless they had friends in America to give
them employment immediatly ‘on arrival, other-
wise they would be worse off in the United States
than in England.”™

Thus the Close brothers made their strongest
appeal to men with sufficient capital to be able to
start good stock farms because stock farming was
the thing for which northwestern Iowa was best
adapted. They addressed themselves particularly
to practical farmers who could emigrate and need
lose no time in purchasing their farms and setting
'to work. To quote further from their pamphlet:
An inexperienced man should not invest his money
at once, but should board and lodge on some farm
for at least a year. The more a man brings the quick-
er and greater will be the returns. £500 will enable
a man to buy and equip a farm of 160 acres for grow-
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ing grain, but will leave scarcely any margin for the
purchase of stock. To succeed, settlers, unless pro-
vided with ample means, must begin by roughing it
somewhat and do all the work themselves, employing
as little labour as possible, either out-door or in-door.
We wish to impress upon them the fact that they must
make up their minds to hard work, probably harder
than they have ever done before, but at the same time
work of which they will directly reap the full return.
‘Women and children must also help to keep down ex-
penses by doing the house work, and looking after the
dairy, poultry, &e.

For a man who is used to good living in England,
and to a sedentary life, unaccustomed to roughing it,
and inexperienced in farming, we consider £1,000 is
" not .too much to bring out. Our experience is that,
however willing he may be to rough it and save ex-
penses, it takes time for him to work as a labourer,
- and thus save as much as possible each year to re-
invest. Indeed it is the capital invested in live-stock
over and above the first £500 (which is tied up in
lands, buildings, &c.) that enables a man rapidly to
increase his capital.™

It is not clear whether the Closes had organized
a partnership in England before they invested in
Jowa lands; but a newspaper reporter who inter-
viewed James B. Close is authority for the infor-
mation that when the brothers made their first
appearance in Le Mars in 1878 they ‘‘organized
as a branch of the London house, making a daily
exchange and brokerage business between England




PAMPHLET ON FARMING IN IOWA 81

and America’’.”" Regardless of the date and man-
ner of its origin, the new partnership very early
took in Constantine 'W. Benson, another well-
known Cambridge oarsman. The firm at once ad-
vertised its general purpose to promote the estab-
lishment of an English community among the
American inhabitants of Plymouth County. Fur-
thermore, the firm announced that it would trans-
act a general land business: it would not sell the
Close farms to settlers or investors, nor was it
interested in selling the lands of any particular
persons or companies. On the price of Iowa lands,
the firm’s statement was as follows:

The price of lands varies according to its quality
and contiguity to railroads. We have lists of first
class lands, within eight or ten miles of railway sta-
tions, that can yet be bought, cash down, for 15s. to
£1 per statute acre in tracts of 80 to 160 acres, and
suitable in all respects for stock or grain farms; but
if two or three thousand acres are bought in the same
purchase the price would not be more than 12s. to 14s.
per acre, cash down. We generally buy lands from
non-residents, and have travelled even as far as New
York, 1,500 miles, to settle a bargain when we thought
it was a good one. In this way we constantly hear of
lands for sale 25 per cent cheaper than the lands
offered us by the railroad companies, who can afford
to hold their lands.™

The Close firm also acted as an agent for lend-
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ing money at eight per cent on the security of first
mortgages on improved farms, no loan exceeding
twenty-five per cent of the value of a farm. In
preference to investing capital in mortgages, how-
ever, the firm recommended investments in lands;
for besides ‘‘getting a good yearly return, which
depends as much on the crops as does the interest
from loans, there is the profit from the rise in the
value of the lands.” Accordingly, the Closes
undertook to act as agents for English investors
who could not go out to Iowa: they offered not
only to buy lands for such persons, but also to
improve them, obtain tenants, and give them the
same attention as their own farms. Owing to the
fact that lands were rapidly being taken up and
steadily rising in value due to renewed immigra-
tion, the firm asserted that ‘“no combination of
circumstances could make it a better time to in-
vest’’, and prophesied that in a very few years the
prices of lands in the superior agricultural region
of the Missouri water-shed would nearly equal
those in the older portions of the State.™

Another object of the Close firm was to serve
prospective emigrants as agents and help them on
arrival in Jowa. Those who wished to join the
“Close Colony’’, as it came to be called, were
offered the following advantages:

Should the inquirer place himself under the guid-
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ance of our firm, he will be shown immediately on his
arrival at Le Mars lists of the best and cheapest
lands from which to select a desirable farm, thus
avoiding the useless expense of hotels, and the waste
of time and money occasioned by travelling about the
country. We have also arranged with a number of
farmers in our neighborhood, with any of whom a
new-comer, by paying for board and lodging to the
amount of twelve to fourteen shillings a week, could
stay until he had made up his mind whether the
country and mode of life would suit him or not. Or,
if he should be totally inexperienced, we would help
him to find a stock farm, where, if he makes himself
sufficiently useful, he will be boarded and lodged in
exchange for his work, and in time perhaps get
wages; thus he could, before laying out his money,
get a practical insight into farming, although for this
he must make up his mind to a good deal of roughing
it. Until sufficiently experienced he could always
come to the firm for advice and guidance. Should the
settler (in any of the above cases) decide on buying
any of the lands he sees, we will help him to buy them
at the lowest price, look to the title —a most import-
ant item, and one that requires considerable experience
(it being a frequent practice throughout the United
States and Canada to sell lands to settlers with bad
titles) — and see that the deed is made out correctly,
and properly recorded. Then, after the land is bought,
we advise him as to the building of the house and the
sheds; also show him how to superintend the ‘‘break-
ing,”’ or first ploughing of the land, which requires
considerable care (bad ‘‘breaking’’ showing its effect
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for several years afterwards); and generally look
after the new-comer’s interests until he is fully settled
on his farm.*®

The Close firmn undertook to make the best bar-
gains possible for all those who had dealings with
it. Owing to the fact that raw young Englishmen
found it difficult to deal ‘‘with the natives of a
country where everything has its price’’, and
owing to the further fact that ‘‘to buy land from
an Towa agent, or stock from a Minnesota farmer,
and not get the worst of the bargain, requires a
peculiarly level head, and a fool and his money
are parted at least as easily as in the old country”’,
the Closes worked out a system of codperation to
which they called particular attention: having
dealt far more extensively in lands than anyone
else in the country and being always advised when
cheap land was on the market, the firm could buy
land three to four shillings an acre cheaper than
the local agents, and by buying land for several
English purchasers 'at the same time, ,the firm
could make still further savings.

The Closes could, moreover, obtain wholesale
rates from large lumber firms who shipped direct,
so that English settlers were enabled to effect a
great saving on the cost of constructing houses
and barns; and if the improvements on a large
number of newly purchased farms were covered
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in the same contract, the firm could build fully
one-third cheaper than the local agents and car-
penters. Finally, the Closes were in a position to
obtain machinery, implements, stoves, furniture,
and other articles from the manufacturers at
wholesale prices. '

For all these services in the immigrant’s behalf,
thus saving him a large sum in actual expenses
besides preventing him from falling into the hands
of unscrupulous agents, the Close firm charged a
commission of $250, or five per cent on the mini-
mum sum of $5000 which the firm required ‘‘those
to have who wish to form part of the colony, which
includes the commission on purchase of land up to
160 acres’’, and other items of expense enumerated
. above. If more than 160 acres were wanted by
anyone, a further commission of five per cent was
charged. The firm also required a deposit of $125
before the emigrant left England, but if on arrival
in Towa he was dissatisfied with the country and
left within one month without purchasing land,
the deposit was returned — otherwise the settler
was required to pay the balance when he’pur-
chased his farm.™

In this connection it is interesting to note that
the Closes offered to take some pupils on their
own stock farms ‘‘at a fixed premium’’ because it
was ‘‘desirable for those who have sufficient capi-
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tal to start a large stock farm to learn thoroughly
how to lay out their money before they actually do
so, and. avoid many of the mistakes which new
comers are apt to fall into.””*




VI

IOWA MADE ATTRACTIVE TO
ENGLISHMEN

To the small capitalist class of England, the
Closes made Iowa as attractive as possible. They
were careful to point out that but little over one-
third of the State was under cultivation, although
ninety-five per cent of its total area was tillable;
that it had a healthful climate, a fertile soil, and
an abundance of pure springs and running brooks;
that it was the first State of the Union in the pro-
duction of wheat and hogs, second in corn, third
in barley, fifth in the number of milch cows, and
second to none in dairying; and lastly that Iowa
had no Indians or negroes, but a thoroughly settled
and orderly people who never carried or wanted
‘‘fire-arms, revolvers, bowie-knives, and such play-
things’’. The possible objection that Towa was a
frontier wilderness was answered in this wise:

Emigrants to Jowa must not imagine they are go-
ing beyond civilisation. They will find the habits
and customs of the people in Iowa in a great measure

similar to those in England, and will not be called
upon to abandon their ordinary comforts and con-

87
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veniences or to encounter the hardships and privations
of a frontier life. Pioneering, the forerunner of per-
manent improvements, has gone beyond Iowa, and is
now only to be found in Western Kansas, Nebraska,
Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, and other newer por-
tions of the great continent of America. In Iowa are
orchards and vineyards, planted years ago, and the
whole country is well supplied with roads, bridges,
mills, shops, stores, and hotels, as also with churches,
colleges, and schools. And it is almost impossible to
get more than twenty miles from a railroad.®

The physical geography of Iowa in general, a
brief description of Plymouth, Woodbury, Chero-
kee, and Sioux counties, the weather and rainfall,
and the extremely rich and easily cultivated soil
were truthfully presented to prospective settlers.
The silicious marl or bluff deposit of northwestern
Iowa, declared to have originated as an accumula-
tion of sediment in an ancient lake which was
afterwards drained' and closely resembling the
loess deposit of the Rhine Valley, was alleged to
be superior in quality to the black loam of the
counties which drained toward the Mississippi.
The soil of the Missouri slope was alleged to com-
bine ‘‘perfect natural drainage with a surface
accumulation of from two to six feet of decayed
vegetable growth for manure.’’

Englishmen who were interested in sheep rais-
ing were advised of the special advantages of the
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cheap bluff lands overlooking the Missouri and the
Big Sioux rivers, with hillsides ‘‘clothed with the
most excellent grasses, even to the summits”’, re-
sembling in general the celebrated ‘‘Downs’’ of
England.”® Here sheep could be raised at an in-
considerable cost.

Settlers in northwestern Iowa were assured of
a good supply of wood and coal from Iowa fields.
It was pointed out also that educational advan-
tages were abundant, while the burden of local and
State taxation was not heavy. There were assur-
ances of excellent highways, ‘‘as the prairie makes
admirable roads and the streams are easily
bridged’’; of ‘‘plenty of good doctors in the towns,
and no want of doctors in the country, who com-
bine farming with their profession, and who
would be useful in an emergency and until more
experienced aid was procured’’; of a demand for
good, industrious, and intelligent girls who ‘‘are
looked upon more in the light of helps than ser-
vants’’; of capital small game shooting — any
quantity of prairie hens, snipe, woodcock, and
American quail —and splendid wild duck and
goose shooting in the autumn and spring, with a
few deer; and of streams and lakes, especially near
the Minnesota boundary, ‘‘full of an extraordi-
nary number and variety of fish, of wall-eyed pike,
cat-fish, and bass’’. Such were the colors which
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were used to make the picture of northwestern
Towa attractive to Englishmen.* These accounts
aroused the interest of many English farmers.

While the Closes gave Englishmen no flattering
description of western farming methods, they did
convey an idea of what good farming promised in
the following terms:

Farming in the newer portions of- the Western
States is generally carried on in the roughest and
rudest way, in spite of the fact that the best machinery
is used for everything. Except among the very best
class of farmers, no one thinks of utilising waste
which is burnt on the prairie, or of manuring their
lands; and when the manure heap gets so large as
to be in the way, the stables or sheds are pulled down,
and put up in a fresh place. There is not much science
in Western farming, but good farming always pays;
and an Englishman, who knows how to combine some
of his old country farming with the best points of
American farming, will easily double the average
yield, and must turn out a successful man.* '

Many prospectuses of agricultural schemes in
foreign lands seem to have been circulating in
England in the year 1880, each vaunting its own
locality and offering a golden road to distressed
British farmers, small capitalists, and cadets.
This fact led one English writer to call it “a sort
of beggar-my-neighbour game of fortune-making’’,
and the wonder was how there could be so many
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Paradises and how Englishmen had been left ‘‘so
long in benighted ignorance of them.’”™®

The Close brothers, however, did not hesitate to
point out the drawbacks of the new country which
they were promoting. They made it clear that
every new settlement had its difficulties: wheat
growing in Iowa had suffered from grasshoppers
and sometimes from blight; and stock raising
necessitated winter feeding, a fact which in their
judgment was more than 'offset by ‘‘our entire
immunity from droughts, the cheapness and abun-
dance of grain and hay, our nearness to market,
and the superior condition of grain-fed cattle to
grass-fed on arrival at their destination after a
long journey.”” Cold weather might also be con-
sidered a drawback ; but even that was not minded,
-except for an occasional blizzard, because it was
a dry cold, just as the extreme heat in summer was
a dry heat and not oppressive. Furthermore, ‘‘the
lack of society, which is inevitable to a new colony,
and which the first ladies who went out have felt
a little, is being rapidly obviated by the class and
the number of the people going out’’; and as for
the want of trained servants, one of the best so-
cieties in Scotland for training young girls had
offered to supply good families going to north-
western Iowa.*”

That the picture was not more alluring than the o
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facts warranted was adequately attested by Eng-
lishmen who had gone to Iowa and had already
had sufficient time to make up their minds about
the country. Ome gentleman who had lived in
Jowa several years and spent many more in other
parts of America and Canada wrote that he did
not know of a single foreign settler who regretted
coming to Iowa; nor was he acquainted with any
part of America which presented such great ad-
vantages as did Jowa for stock raising and sheep
farming.

After eight months’ residence, Robert G. Max-
tone Graham was thoroughly satisfied: he enjoyed
the life in Jowa, and found himself in better health
than when he was in England. W. H. Statter, W.
Roylance Court, Jr., Henry Garnett, and H. Grey
de Pledge declared that the Close description of
northwestern Iowa was fully borne out by the
facts, that the accounts were not a bit exaggerated
or too puffed up, and that it was a grand country.
Edward T. Wright, Philip Barnett, W. P. Bridson,
the Hon. H. F. Sugden, and Arthur Gee had visit-
ed the region and were convinced of its advan-
tages. During an extensive tour in the summer of
1878 Rudolph C. Lehmann of ILondon passed
through Plymouth County and obtained some very
good first-hand information. To quote from a
) letter on his travels:
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During the greater part of this tour we kept clear
of hotels, and put up at night at the house of the
nearest farmer: thus my opportunities of acquiring
information were better than those of the ordinary
traveller by railroad. Every farmer with whom I
talked spoke in the most enthusiastic terms of the soil,
the richness and inexhaustible fertility of which must
seem remarkable to anyone accustomed only to Eng-
lish agriculture and necessary rotation of crops. To
employ the expression of one farmer, ‘‘You scratch
the ground with a toothpick, and reap two harvests
a year.”’

R. P. Kay wrote to the Closes that it was with
great regret that he had left Towa — although he
still had a farm there — because Mrs. Kay could
not stay, adding: ‘It is, as you told me, rather
rough for ladies.””™



VII

ENGLISH SETTLERS WELCOMED AT
LE MARS

Before the Closes had prepared their pamphlet
for distribution and before William B. Close had
left for England, forty or fifty gentlemen, some
with their families, had arrived at Le Mars on Mr.
Close’s recommendation, and not one of them had
expressed dissatisfaction with northwestern Iowa
‘“from a farmer’s point of view.”” This fact was
given plenty of publicity in England.”" A large
number of these first newcomers seem to have
settled southeast of Le Mars, but all received an
enthusiastic welcome, at least so far as the local
press was concerned. In the autumn of 1879 one
editor made the following announcement:

Last Thursday another installment of English cap-
italists reached Le Mars, and they are already on the
look-out for lands. It is estimated that by the 1st of
January one hundred others will sail for America,
with Northwestern Iowa as their destination. And
we most heartily welcome them. Those already here
are gentlemen of culture, of fine social attainments,
and they enter so heartily into the work of improv-
. .ing and building up this region that they set in motion
R
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others who have been given to croaking. By all means
let the English and the French and the Germans and
the Irish come to Northwestern Iowa and build homes
for themselves and for others.”

And two weeks later the American inhabitants
of Le Mars and vicinity were furnished with more
glad tidings:

The Messrs. Close Brothers, Mr. Grahame, and the
other English capitalists have decided to locate per-
manently in Le Mars, and will have their office in the
basement of Dent’s brick bank building, on Sixth
Street. That this determination is a wise one for the
gentlemen named we have no doubt, and Le Mars
will be glad to have them remain with us. These
gentlemen are improving vast quantities of land in
this and adjacent counties; but what they have already
done is only a small matter to what they will do in
the future. They are giving employment to many
worthy men; making it an easy matter for poor men
to secure good farms, encouraging emigration hither-
ward, and are in fact busy all the time doing some-
thing that advances the prosperity of Northwest Iowa.
We repeat, we are gratified to have them locate in
Le Mars.” -

From time to time during the next few years,
the Le Mars newspapers recorded the arrival of
English people in ‘‘rafts’”’ or ‘‘detachments of
yeomanry’’, or else told of their being on the way.
Thus, in December, 1879, twenty gentlemen with
their families were reported to have set sail from

vii
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England; in March, 1880, seventy more English
friends of the Closes were expected to reach Le
Mars in a few weeks; and in April, 1880, scores
of newcomers from the wealthy class of Man-
chester had arrived.* In order to cope with the
invasion, and especially to cater to the peculiar
wants of their fellow countrymen, Close Brothers
and Company bought the Commercial Hotel and
renamed it ‘“Albion House”.” '
Although the Close project early received a wel-
come from Le Mars editors, some criticism was
voiced at St. Paul because the firm encouraged
only the immigration of the educated Englishman
who commanded at least $2500 and preferably
more to start with. A Le Mars newspaper
answered by calling this attack ‘‘a pusillanimous
spirit of men whose souls are too small to see
others prosper’”’. About one year later when corn
huskers were sorely needed, a correspondent sug-
gested the remedy: ‘‘If the Close Brothers were
to use as much influence toward obtaining some
of the laboring class from the manufacturing dis-
tricts of England, or from some of the suffering
counties of Ireland, they would bestow a greater
blessing on the northwest than they do by bringing
over capitalists, for capital can live anywhere”’,
but labor was something the Northwest and especi-
ally Plymouth County could not do without.*
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That the new life which had been instilled into
the settlement of the region by the energy and
enterprise of these representatives of English
capital was appreciated is sufficiently attested by
observers of the time. A correspondent of an
eastern agricultural journal, for instance, con-
cluded his lengthy article on what the Close broth-
ers were doing for Plymouth, Sioux, Lyon, and
Osceola counties in the following words:

Many Englishmen are settling in Northwestern
Towa through this agency, purchasing and improving
homesteads, in size and manner according to their
tastes and means. We did not meet these gentlemen
during our stay in these counties, but were informed
by those who know, that they had been the means of
bringing over $600,000 of money into this part of the
state within the past two years, and were developing
large stock farms, as individual investments, in Ply-
mouth and Woodbury counties. Their average price
is $6 per acre. Taxes are doubtless higher here than in
the East, literally stated, but in fact they are much
lower, when you estimate the difference in valuations
—upon which, of course, the taxes are levied.”

The Close brothers also found personal admirers
in the little city which had thus far been the center
of the district on which they had expended their
wealth to make it ‘‘blossom as the rose’’. To quote
from a writer in the local press:

The achievements of these gentlemen during the
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past two years in the way of improving and develop-
ing the country, stands without a parallel in the
history of western civilization; and while the scope
of their operations extends over several counties of
Northwestern Iowa, the southern portion of Minnesota
and Dakota, Lemars and Plymouth county have been
so far, the greatest beneficiaries from the enterprise
which they represent . . .. The business of the two
firms®*® embraces the investment of English capital in
lands, and the improvement of the same; that is trans-
forming the broad prairies of the peerless northwest
into improved farms. They have expended hundreds
of thousands of dollars, and have hundreds of thous-
ands more to be applied in the same direction. In
order that the reader may gain a more comprehensive
idea of the magnitude of their operations we submit
a brief statement of last year’s achievements in Ply-
mouth, Woodbury, Sioux, Lyon and Osceola counties
mostly in the three first named. . . .

Time and space forbid more lengthy reference to
an enterprise that has done so much for town and
country but we should have failed to perform our
whole duty, if we were to leave the subject before us
without according in behalf of Lemars and Plymouth
county a meed of praise for the untiring energy dis-
played by the above firm in the interest of both city
and country. Their business operations have con-
tributed vastly to the prosperity of Northwestern
Iowa, and in the future as in the past, Lemars should
delight to do honor to 'an agency that has done so
mnuch to make the young city what it is — one of the
most flourishing and prosperous in the State.”



VIII

FORMATION OF THE IOWA LAND
COMPANY

At all times confident of the wonderful future
in store for the counties of northwestern Iowa, the
Close brothers lost no reasonable opportunity to
acquire as much land as possible. In March, 1880,
they were reported as owning 30,000 acres; and
one month later they bought 9900 acres, the east
half of Union Township in Plymouth County.'*
So many and extensive were their purchases as
subsequently announced in the press, that it would
be difficult to compute how much land they ac-
quired title to: only their books could reveal the
exact figures, but these no longer exist.'*

James B. Close was reported to have ‘‘seen fit
to keep the operations and inside workings of the
firm private until such time as they could get
everything in order and in a working condition’’;
and so, it was not until interviewed by a Dubuque
newspaperman in September, 1881, that he gave
the first account of the firm’s immense capacity
for doing business. In the autumn of 1878 they
bought 30,000 acres of wild land in Woodbury and
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Plymouth counties. In the spring of 1879 they
became agents for London and other English
capital in gradually increasing sums. During the
year 1880 the firm bought land in Worth and Tay-
lor counties and in northwestern Iowa the follow-
ing amounts: at one time 18,280, at another 40,000,
at still another 25,000, and later 14,000 acres
more.*”

What relations the Closes had with the land
department of the Illinois Central Railroad can
not be stated with certainty, but in the summer of
1880 it appears that E. F. Drake, land commis-
sioner of the St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad,
invited them to St. Paul for a conference and en-
tertained them and C. W. Benson at his own home
for several days. This visit led to a very impor-
tant contract whereby the original plans of the
English firm were ‘“‘enlarged to a scale of impor-
tance more fruitful in its results than any coloniza-
tion scheme hitherto inaugurated in the north-
west.””’” Eventually, as will be shown later, the
Closes extended their holdings into counties along
the Towa-Minnesota border. ,
~ During the whole course of their operations,
with a single exception, the Close firm took no
steps to plan or promote towns. In the autumn of
1880 they platted near their farm in the south-

eastern part of Plymouth County the village of
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Quorn, because they expected the Chicago ‘and
Northwestern Railroad to come that way. Due to
some misunderstanding, or because, as a loeal
historian wrote later, ‘‘the company, not liking
the Johnny Bull methods of inducing railways to
their embryo towns, finally platted Kingsley, one
mile to the east”’, and so the fair hopes of the vil-
lage of Quorn and its projectors were forever
blasted.** :

In January, 1881, the Closes are: said to have
bought from Bloomington (Ilinois) speculators
19,000 acres near Larchwood in Lyon County for
about $90,000, and soon after they announced their
intention to open an office at Rock Rapids in that
county.’® In a letter written about this time,
William B. Close asserted that for the past two
years Woodbury, Plymouth, and Sioux counties
had been the center of their operations and that
the influx of Englishmen and well-to-do settlers
had exhausted the cheap land and permanently
raised values in that region — hence their reason
for spreading out toward the Minnesota bound-
ary.”™ At the same time they were appointed sole
agents for the sale of the lands of the St. Paul and
Sioux City Railroad in Sioux, Lyon, and Wood-
bury counties'’ — indeed, they are reported as
having bought all the uns6ld lands of that

company.



102 " THE BRITISH IN IOWA

The firm of Close Brothers and Company, which
in 1880 kept an office at 38 Cornhill, London,
changed its name to Close, Benson and Company
— C. W. Benson having become a partner in the
business. In 1881 the firm offered tenants on their
farms the privilege of purchase after fifteen
months’ development.’® Otherwise they went right
on constantly adding to their possessions. Besides
maintaining an office at Le Mars, they set up an-
other at Rock Rapids and one at Sibley in May,
1881 — James B. Close taking charge of the latter.

By this time the real estate interests of the com-
pany in northwestern Iowa and southern Minne-
sota had become so immense and questions of
titles, transfers, leases, and sales so delicate that
they engaged Major J. C. Ball to devote his entire
time and attention to their affairs. Having served
as manager of most of the legal business of the
Close brothers at L.e Mars for the past two years,
Mr. Ball, with an assistant, located at Sibley in
order to apply himself to the intricacies of the
land situation in that region. As a ‘‘side line”’
to their expanding business, the firm had already
purchased a complete abstract of land titles in
Plymouth County.’” So extensive were their pur-
chases and sales for one week in May, 1881, that,
allowing for possible newspaper exaggeration, it
was estimated at nearly 100,000 acres.'’
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In the month of January, 1881, Close, Benson
and Company of London sent word to the land
commissioner of the St. Paul and Sioux City Rail-
road that the Duke of Sutherland, Lord Stafford,
and certain British railway magnates were making
plans to visit the Middle West. Correspondence
began and the manager of the tour was interceded
with and so urgently invited to visit the Close
colony that he finally promised to journey from
Omaha to Chicago by way of St. Paul. Late in
May the duke with his retinue passed through
Le Mars without leaving the train; but at Sibley,
the new county seat of Osceola County, the ducal
party was met at the station by William B. Close
and conducted on a sightseeing tour of the neigh-
boring prairie for two hours:"* one of the farms
was inspected with great interest by the duke and
his agricultural friends, ‘‘as the plow was then
turning soil that had never yet been touched by
the hand of man.””***

The reason for this visit of English capitalists
is easily explained: the Iowa Land Company,
Limited, had been formed in London to under-
take the land and colonization business on a very
extensive scale under the tenantry system on the
lands adjacent to the St. Paul and Sioux City
Railroad; and a large sum of money, variously
estimated at from $1,125,000 to $2,500,000 had been
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subseribed for stock, of which nearly one-half was
taken by members of the ducal party.”* The Close
brothers were made managers of this corporation
which they seem to have been instrumental in
forming. According to one source of information,
before the title to a vast quantity of land had
passed, the breaking teams of contractors were set
to work in the neighborhood of Sibley; twenty-six
square miles of virgin soil were turned over; and
lumber was selected for 160 houses to be erected
and ready for tenants in the spring of 1882.

The Duke of Sutherland, one of the wealthiest
peers of England, was reported also as having
bought from sixty to seventy thousand acres in
Rock and Nobles counties in Minnesota.”* Over
sixty square miles of land in Osceola County were
selected for the company; but inasmuch as the
title of the Sioux City and St. Paul Railroad was
being disputed'*® by the Chicago, Milwaukee and
St. Paul, and the attorneys of all the parties in-
terested could not agree on the subject, a check for
$160,653 was paid to the First National Bank of
St. Paul as trustee pending the final settlement of
the question of title. Sibley became the company’s
headquarters. Thus, it is said, with an office in
London and offices in the chief cities of the United
Kingdom, with a desk in the Sioux City land offices,
represented by C. W. Slayton, the Jowa Land
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Company listed on the stock exchange in London
commanded enormous moneyed resources. A St.
Paul newspaper could not withhold its congratula-
tions in the following terms:

The St. Paul chamber of commerce delegation, who
extended so warm a welcome to the Duke of Suther-
land and party, may take credit for their part; the
St. Paul and Omaha road, who gave a special train
for the party, may take credit for its part; the land
commissioner of the Sioux City road who wears the
duke’s scarf pin as a trophy may take credit for his
part, and good people of St. Paul may felicitate them-
selves and be thankful for the enterprise, which in-
duced this heap of British gold to a transfer from
the bank coffers of London, and which will be followed
by sturdy English brain and muscle to develop a very
important artery of St. Paul’s commerce and to fur-
ther insure a future which the sanguine can scarcely
conceive.*

The Close brothers had the task of purchasing
and looking after lands for the Iowa Land Com-
pany. From this time on their operations were
practically inseparable from those of their prin-
cipal, although they retained their holdings in
Crawford, Plymouth, and other counties. It was
anticipated that they would break 40,000 acres of
wild land in 1881; and with 150,000 acres under
their charge, they rivalled the gigantic farming
operations of the famed Oliver Dalrymple.”” Soon
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they were buying land near Canton, South
Dakota.”* About the middle of July the Iowa
Land Company was reported as owning 100,000
acres in southwestern Minnesota and northwestern
Jowa:* farms to the number of 120 with good
dwelling-houses and barns were opened to be sold
or rented on favorable terms, the managers in-
tending to secure tenants or purchasers in Illinois
and Wisconsin, if the farms were not disposed of
before winter. This unexpected ‘‘boom’’ met with
a hearty reception from the Yankee pioneers of
Sibley :

The land broken this season will be back-set next
fall, and thus made ready for seeding in the spring.
The purpose is to put up hay on all the farms opened,
so that those who rent and take possession of them
during the winter will have feed for horses and cattle.
Those who have had dealings with Close Bros., in the
way of contracts for breaking, find them to be honor-
able gentlemen and always ready to do what is right.
And as James B. Close will have charge of the busi-
ness of the Jowa Land Company, the relations of our
people with it will be pleasant. Osceola county 'is
fortunate in the establishment of this company here,
as its farming operations will make Sibley as live a
town as there is in Iowa, and greatly hasten the de-
velopment of the magnificent resources of the sur-
rounding country.'*

Owing to their mammoth operations in land
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both for themselves and for the Iowa Land Com-
pany, the Closes were declared to have done ‘‘more
to help the prosperity and growth of the great
west than any of our American people, and they
are deserving of success.””” A Sioux City news-
paper editorial on ‘‘Our British Tax-Payers”
declared :

Some idea of the magnitude of the English interests
in Northwestern Iowa may be inferred from the taxes
paid by Close Bros. & Co., for themselves and the in-
vestors represented by the firm, in this county, $1,400;
Plymouth county, $4,000; Sioux county, $1,600; Lyon
county, $5,000; and in Osceola county $1,500. In the
latter county there is beside this $10,000 taxes paid
by the Iowa Land Company, Limited, of which the
Duke of Sutherland is the heavy man. These figures
have nothing to do with the amounts paid by indivi-
dual resident owners of English birth of whom there
are several hundred in this county and the two next
north. As these taxes average only a little more than
ten cents per acre, the extent of the English land in-
terests may be reckoned.’**

- Minnesota people were also beginning to cast
longing eyes south across the boundary toward
these Englishmen busily improving Iowa, and
from general indications expected an expansion
into Nobles County.” Still farther away, wide-
awake promoters of the Red River Valley of the
North tendered the Closes special transportation
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to come and see ‘‘what real productive land is”’
and after seeing to ‘‘abandon the hog and hominy
plains of Towa for the wheat fields of Dakota.’”*

Soon the expectations of Minnesota pioneers
were rewarded when they learned that all the rail-
road lands in Nobles County had been sold and
that the Close brothers intended to open an office
in Worthington and begin the development of their
holdings.”*® At the same time much remained to
be done in Jowa. At Sibley they built a large
brick block 128 by 80 feet.”*® In the spring of 1882
C. W. Benson, one of the partners, while on a
visit to St. Paul, announced the plans of English
capitalists for the construction of the Spirit Lake
and Western Railroad. The Iowa Land Company,
then reputed to be the largest foreign company
doing business in the United States with a capital-
ization of $5,500,000 and stock selling on the Lon-
don exchange at a premium of twenty-five per
cent, was projecting the route through its Osceola
and Lyon county tracts to Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, while some of the railroad companies were
talking and doing nothing. Grade stakes were set
and arrangements made in London for the rails.**"




IX

PROHIBITION AND ENGLISH
IMMIGRATION

During the early years the English settlers at
Le Mars and vicinity were greatly agitated by the
proposal to amend the Constitution so as to drive
out of the State the sale and manufacture of in-
toxicating liquor. The General Assembly in 1880
threw a considerable scare into the first new-
comers from England by its resolution in favor
of the prohibitory amendment. In accordance
with the requirement of the State Constitution
similar action was taken at the next regular ses-
sion of the Gieneral Assembly in 1882; at the sgme
time provision was made giving the voters an
opportunity to declare for or against the proposal
at a special election in June. A favorite argument
of the ‘‘Antis’’ was that the adoption of prohibi-
tion would prevent immigration to Iowa and thus
retard the development of the State.

The result of the popular referendum on the
subject on June 27, 1882, showed that the amend-
ment lost in Plymouth County (English settlers
not voting because they were still aliens) but car-
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ried the State by a good majority — thus assuring
the disappearance of saloons in Jowa. Immediate-
ly the question arose as to what effect this step
was likely to have on the business of Close
brothers. When interviewed by a newspaper re-
porter, Fred B. Close is alleged to have stated that
the firm would probably leave the State. After-
wards Mr. Close declared that the reporter used
stronger language than the interview warranted.
He said that since a large portion of the firm’s
. business was done with Englishmen fresh from
England, the amendment would likely deter many
from coming to Le Mars; and that if this fact
caused their business to fall off materially, the
Close brothers might go somewhere else. But he
did not think it at all likely that this would hap-
pen.* What really occurred in consequence of
the incident may well be told in the words of a
Le Mars editor:

Some anonymous penny-a-liner wrote to the Pioneer-
Press what purported to be an interview with Fred
B. Close of Lemars, in which the Close Bros. were
represented as intending to pull out of Iowa, because
of the adoption of the amendment prohibiting the
manufacture and sale of intoxicants; and a lot of very
callow newspaper scribblers are making conspicuous
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